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Message from the Newsletter Team! 

Fáilte chuig nuachtlitir Scoil Náisiúnta an Spá don Nollaig 2019! 

Welcome readers to Spa National School’s newsletter for Christ-

mas 2019. Over the past five weeks we, the newsletter team un-

der the direction of Master Linehan, have worked very hard gath-

ering details of all the news and events that happened in Spa N.S. 

in term one. We drafted and redrafted news stories, collected pic-

tures and then designed and put together the newsletter. It was a 

lot of hard work but we hope that it gives you an idea of all that 

happens in our school. Thanks to all of the teachers for their co-

operation when researching the stories! Enjoy the read and have a 

really great Christmas! 

Santa Claus visits Spa N.S.  

Everyone in Spa National School received a really 

special surprise on December 5th, when Santa Claus 

paid a visit to the school. The students were thrilled 

to hear that Fr. Christmas had landed his sleigh and 

reindeers on the new pitch in Churchill and came to 

see all the students in the school. Each class got to 

see the man himself and ask him loads of questions 

before getting their photo taken with him. These 

photos will feature in the Spa N.S. class calendars 

which will be given to each student before the holi-

days, a Christmas gift from everyone in Spa N.S.!  

 

Spa N.S. look forward to 2020 land purchase!   

 

Spa N.S. will look forward to 2020 hoping    

that the school will finally purchase land on  

the southern side of the school site.  The purchase  

of land to extend the school site has been a long  

held target for Spa N.S. The move was also  

recommended by the Department of Education  

Inspectors back in 2008. The school has been  

in negotiations with the land owners over the last 

ten years hoping to reach an agreement. This was 

finally achieved in July 2019. Spa N.S. will  

purchase approximately 0.7 acres on the southern  

side of the school site. The purchase will cost  

€25,000. Unfortunately, there is no funding available from the Department of Education and Skills for 

this purchase, but the B.O.M. is hoping to raise €10,000 in cost cutting savings to the school’s annual 

budget. The school also hopes that every family will contribute €120 over a six month period up to June 

2020 which would raise the remaining €15,000 needed to make the purchase. This payment (s) can be 

made through the school office or using the Aladdin e payments option. The Board hope that every fam-

ily will honour that commitment/contribution and then Spa N.S. will be in a position in June 2020 to 

complete the purchase and begin plans to incorporate the new land into the existing  school site and de-

velop a new school garden, play area and biodiversity area for all students to enjoy and learn from.       



 
Maths Week 2019 

(By Bláthnaid & Eve) 

In October we participated in Maths Week 2019. This year we 

took part in many different Maths activities to promote the fun of 

Mathematics. Master Linehan posted some really tricky Maths 

problems on Aladdin and we all had a go at trying to solve them. 

The 6th class students also helped to host Maths Fairs for every 

class. At the fairs there were lots of different Maths puzzles and 

challenges. Every fair ended with a class maths game. Our teach-

ers also did different Maths activities during the week. On the 

Friday we took part in ’Games Hour’. Everyone got the chance 

to play some popular Maths Games and board games just to en-

joy them. Overall we had a great week!    

 

Junior Entrepreneurship Programme  
(By Laurel & Isabella): 5th class are participating in the Junior Entrepreneur-

ship Programme 2019/2020. JEP is a national project where students develop 

an idea or a product and market it within their school and wider communities. 

JEP requires lots of preparation, hard work, teamwork, active listening and 

communication with both adults and other students. We are still in the initial 

stages and have narrowed our project down to five ideas. 1) E.C.O Kits, 2) 

Homemade soap, 3) Branded and reusable bottles 4) Hot chocolate 5) Bee’s B 

&B. Our Dragons’ Den is taking place on December 19th where each group 

will present their project in a PowerPoint format to three tough dragons who 

will decide the project fifth class will progress with. We are due to have our 

business visitor in January to advise us on the pitfalls when starting a new 

business. We are very excited to see what 2020 brings for fifth class and our 

JEP project. All teams have decided to donate 30 % of their profits to a charity 

chosen by the various team members. 

Wellbeing Day 

(By Aaron & Rhea) 

Spa N.S. held its very own ‘Wellbeing Day’ in September. We had 

a brilliant day. We had lots of visitors who gave presentations on 

topics like study skills, dental hygiene, smoking and good posture. 

The students also took part in some friendship games, mindfulness 

and other keep fit activities. The school garden committee put on a 

beautiful spread of food from our school garden. After lunch, we 

had the teachers v students basketball shoot out. This was a real 

battle but the students won this again this year. We learned loads 

about the importance of looking after your well being on this day. 

Wellbeing is about bouncing back, being kind and of course… 

(lots of fun as well)  

Spa N.S. Student Council 

(By Aaron & Rhea): Every September, 4th, 5th and 6th classes elect 

a boy and a girl to represent them on the Student Council. There 

are 6 members on the Student Council. Mr Linehan and Ms Kelly 

meet with them on the first Tuesday every month, a day before as-

sembly. We organise Christmas colouring competitions for Jnrs 

and seniors, and a Short Story/Poetry competition for 1st-6th. We 

welcome important visitors to the school and help Mr Linehan. We 

also work with groups in the local community, like The Men’s 

Shed in Tralee last year. We have a suggestion box where by all 

children get the opportunity to write ideas or suggestions to im-

prove school life. At assemblies we support Mr Linehan and the 

teachers in their projects and various initiatives. 

 



 
First Class ‘Christmas Shoe Box’ Appeal 

(By Meah & Abi) 

This year Team Hope did their amazing Shoe Box Ap-

peal . It was a hit with the students in Spa National 

School. The school received over 40 shoeboxes from 

the pupils. In particular First class played a huge role in 

this appeal, gathering the shoeboxes from all the stu-

dents. We must not forget about the first class teacher 

Mrs Foley, who dedicated a lot of her time collecting 

the forms, money and not to forget the boxes. 

The boxes consisted of the three (wash ,wear and wow). 

We spoke to two first class students who took part and 

they said ``It made them feel happy that most children 

will wake up to something nice on the morning of 

Christmas`` . 

Go raibh míle míle maith agat to, Mrs Foley, First class 

and all of the students who took part. Good job! 

Spa N.S. ‘After School’ Clubs 
(By Hazel & Grace) 

We are very 

lucky to have 

some really 

good after 

school clubs in 

Spa N.S. We 

now have 

clubs in 

Drama, Irish 

Dancing, Soc-

cer, Guitar, 

Art & Craft 

and Choir. 
Thanks every-

one for support-

ing our clubs! 

Spa N.S. ‘Movie Nights’ 

Three great Movie Nights enjoyed by all students 

in the school in early December. Many thanks to 

our super Parents Association for hosting these 

three lovely events. Thank you!    

Children of the Digital Age 
(by Lucy Jane & Lily Mai) 

Jason from Children of the Digital Age came to Spa 

N.S on November 25th. He talked about the dangers 

of the internet and how to stay safe online. He also 

stated that no child in primary school should own a 

mobile phone unless it was something like a Nokia 

Blokia. He gave a presentation to all classes. He also 

gave a presentation to the parents later that day. He 

told us about what to do online and what not to e.g. 

‘Do not tell any online website your or someone else’s 

email because the website could hack you.”  

The overall presentation was very interesting and in-

formative.  I am very glad Jason came in to give the 

presentation. Since listening to Jason I have become 

more aware of how to stay safe on the internet  

School Self Evaluation. 
This year as part of our S.S.E. 

Project, we are all trying to pro-

mote ‘Comhrá Neamhfhoir-

miúil’ (Conversational Irish) in 

Spa N.S.  We are trying to learn 

simple conversation phrases 

and to use them as often as possible everyday.  

So déan do dhícheall agus scaoil amach í! So do your 

best and let it out! 



 
Life in Senior Infants 

We are working very hard in Senior Infants for our 

teachers Ms Kelly, Mrs Linehan & Ms Ahern. Our 

favourite days are when we do station teaching in 

literacy. We had a wonderful autumn tour with jun-

ior infants to the town park on October 11th.  

Another highlight was when the puppet show vis-

ited to teach us how to be extra kind to each other. 

We are currently practising for our Christmas play 

whereby we will tell you all the story of the very 

First Christmas through nursery rhymes and songs. 

We are also very busy making decorations and 

looking forward to what 2020 brings in Senior In-

fants. Happy Christmas from everyone in Senior 

Infants!  

Life in Junior Infants 

We, the Junior Infants have settled into school life 

very nicely. We have had a busy term. We are 

now used to the day to day routine and have been 

working very hard for Mrs. O Reilly and Sharon. 

We also were the first class to perform for the 

whole school at the monthly assemblies. We re-

cited some lovely rhymes for the other classes in 

English and Irish and got a huge round of ap-

plause. The highlight in term one was our first 

school tour to Tralee Town Park on Friday Octo-

ber 11th.  We had a wonderful time exploring and 

examining the signs of Autumn which they had 

learned about in class.  The tour was completed 

with a trip to Kerry County Museum where we 

watched a lovely Halloween themed movie and 

took part in wonderful arts and crafts. 

Life in Second Class 

We have had a great first term here in rang a dó.  We 

were enrolled for our First Holy Communion at a spe-

cial enrolment mass in Churchill in October.  Our class 

went on a history walk to the old Spa National School. 

It was very interesting.  At the moment we are busy 

making cribs for Christmas. 

Happy Christmas from everyone in Second Class!. 

Life in Fifth Class 

 We studied Irish Myths and Legends in History and we 

watched the animation Amhrán na Mara – Song of the sea. 

This follows the story of a 10-year-old Irish boy named Ben 

who discovers that his mute sister Saoirse is a selkie who 

has to free fairy creatures from the Celtic goddess Macha. It 

is a hand-drawn animated fantasy film and was nominated 

for an Award at the 87th Academy Awards in 2015. We 

also learned about the story of Diarmuid and Gráinne and 

Grace O Malley (Granuaile) In English we have read the 

novel war horse by Michael Morporgu. It’s a great book. 

It’s about a horse called Joey and it follows his journey 

from a foal to a calvary horse fighting in WW1. There was 

some major twists and turns throughout the novel. We loved 

it and would definitely recommend it for adults and children 

alike. 5th class also harvested the vegetables from the 

school garden last September. We harvested garlic, onions, 

potatoes and herbs. We cleaned them and packaged them in 

paper bags. We used some of the produce with  Ms Aherne 

to create some delicious dishes. Any left over produce was 

sold to parents at the school gate. This money will be used 

as seed money for our Junior Entrepreneurship project.   

6th Class Debating 
Best of luck to our 6th class stu-

dents who begin their debating 

competition in the Education 

Centre in Tralee on December 

18th. Many thanks to Mrs.  

Griffin Crowe who has prepared 

the team so well! Well done!  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faerie


 
Gymnastics 2019   

(by Lily Mai & Lucy Jane) 

All classes enjoyed gymnastics which took place 

every Thursday of the last three weeks. Each class 

had 45 mins of learning fun new skills such as 

handstands, cartwheels, forward rolls and lots of 

other fun skills. We would also like to say a special 

thanks to Achieve Fitness for coming in every 

Thursday and teaching all the pupils fun different 

skills. We think that gymnastics was a great skill 

for each pupil to learn and we would love to take 

part in it again in the coming year.  

Science Week 2019 
(by Bláthnaid & Eve) 

This year we had a very exiting science week. There were lots 

of fun science experiments and inventions such as: lava lamps, 

slime and hoop gliders. 3rd & 4th class had a great week as 

well showing off their projects. They also got to try out the 

’Virtual Headsets’ and complete projects on Climate Change 

using lego matic sets. On Friday every class had an opportu-

nity to participate in the annual Science Quiz! Classes of the 

same age group joined together to form teams of 4 to get the 

chance to win the science quiz that was made especially by 

Mrs. Behan to suit their age category. Everybody had lots of 

fun and learned loads too! 

Quiz 2019 / 2020 
(by Laurel & Isabella) 

The quiz team have been working very hard since the start of 

the year. The Credit Union quiz Competition is coming up in 

February. They have been practising with lots of help from 

Master Crowley & Mr Linehan. The quiz teams have done 

very well in the past few years making it to finals and semi-

finals. To date, they have studied for many hours on various 

topics in order to have a broad knowledge for the competi-

tion. This takes a lot of effort, time and dedication for each 

student. Many thanks to Master Crowley for keeping up the 

standard over many years. We wish them every success! 

Gaeilgeoirí na 

Míosa 

& Penmanship 

Awards. 
(by Hazel & Grace) 

Every month we 

salute the nomi-

nated students 

who have really 

tried at their 

‘Comhrá’ and 

penmanship. Well 

done to all of our 

monthly winners!  

 



 
Life in Fourth Class 

It’s been a very 1st term in 4th Class. Once we were back to 

school we were playing  football  and partaking in training 

sessions and matches. We saw great enthusiasm, teamwork 

and a will to practice and improve.  We also had our ‘Well-

Being and Harvest Day’ in September, ‘Dress Up Day’ for 

Halloween in October and a fun, activity filled Maths and 

Science Week. Science Week was very much centred on the 

hot topic of Climate Change, pardon the pun. We had a very 

entertaining visit from the IMaR centre in Tralee I.T., which 

included a Virtual Reality lesson and Lego Building activities 

In November the boys represented the school at the FAI Fut-

sal Blitz in Tralee I.T. We had a great day and the silken 

skills on display were only outdone by the way in which the 

team encouraged and supported each other and behaved on 

the day. We are now busy rehearsing for our Christmas Con-

cert, a veritable feast of entertainment on display. Thanks to 

all the boys and girls for making it such a memorable year as 

we approach the half time whistle. We look forward to more 

excitement in the New Year!  

Life in Third Class. September traditionally means the 

Football All-Ireland and our September was bitter sweet! 

Ciarraí abú! We had a variety of themes where we focused 

on one area in particular. We had well being week, science 

week and maths week where all the children had hands on 

opportunities-playing games, gardening, doing experiments, 

tasting local produce and having fun. We learned about Se-

tanta and the Fianna, Connaught and Munster, buildings and 

houses, multiplication and division, John the Baptist and 

Advent. We said the Angelus every day. Practice makes 

perfect. All the children drew a themed picture of Walk of 

Life for our entry for the Credit Union poster competition. It 

was no surprise to hear we had a winner as every entry was 

well done to show various walks of life. Well done to Erin 

Lawlor who won third prize in her category. Practice for our 

Christmas play continues as we sing dance and tell jokes! 

Our cribs made from plasticine are currently under con-

struction and lovely. Táimid ag baint taitneamh as na ham-

hrán ag léir atá i mBua na Cainte agus táimid ag foghlaim 

an t-am freisin. Bhain na páistí taitneamh freisin as 

cispheil,peil agus ranganna gleacaíocht sa halla ,where we 

did rolls, tumbles and cart wheels. 

We had some wonderful entries for our poems and stories 

for Christmas which the students council organised. We 

read the ‘Wreck of the Zanzibar’ by Michael Morpurgo 

which told a wonderful story about survival on an isolated 

island. 

For a STEPS engineering project we were to design and 

make something that would improve our community and 

how you would construct it. Not an easy task! 

One group worked on ways to collect rainwater and use it in 

the house. Another group constructed a robot to prevent 

footballs from going outside the fence in the yard-this pro-

totype would not be market ready yet!! The third group 

made toys from recycled material which they really en-

joyed. The last group made cars and tested them on a ramp 

to see which travelled the fastest. 

Life in Sixth Class 

September- We settled in quickly and showed the deashampla of 

trust, respect and co-operation to the other classes in the school. Lots 

of Irish phrases and essays , English and Maths vocabulary with help 

from Ms O’ Donoghue  but we learned quickly to eat the elephant bit 

by bit.  In Art we learnt about sfumato and drew our self-portraits. We 

focussed on the genre of narrative paying particular attention to setting 

the scene and character descriptions.  

 October-   We went on a trip to IT Tralee where we heard 

from Professor P.J Soper about Maths. We got ready for Hal-

loween and performed our Thriller song and dance as Gaeilge 

for the other classes in the school. We enjoyed making scary 

Halloween characters from plastic bottles.  

November-Our sixth class headed to C.B.S. the Green for the 

launch of the G.I.S. programme. We started playing volley-

ball with Mr Linehan as our great coach. 

December- Lots of work on debating the topic Primary 

school children should be banned from owning a mobile 

phone for the Concern debating competition on December the 

18th.  Lots of preparations for carol singing and also for our 

Christmas Mass on December the 20th. We were also de-

lighted to help Mr Linehan co-ordinate our Christmas news-

letter, What a wonderful experience in drafting and editing.  

Life in First Class 

We have been very busy for the first term at school. 

The children have learned all about school in the past 

and interviewed their Grandparents to learn about their 

experiences at school. In the run up to Christmas we 

have been learning and rehearsing our Christmas Play-  

“Gabriel’s Big Break”. All the children have worked 

so hard to prepare for the show and I am very proud of 

them 



 
Parents Association 

(by Grace & Rebecca) 

We are very lucky to have a very hard working P.A. in 

Spa N.S. They meet every six weeks and are always 

supporting the work in the school. They contributed 

€2,500 to our school development fund. They organise 

lots of lovely events for the students. All parents are 

welcome to attend the meetings and get involved.            

   Halloween Bake Sale 

On October 25th 2019, the Parents Association held a 

bake sale in the school halla. Loads of students contrib-

uted to it by bringing in delicious baked goods. The 

halla was filled with fun games such as bowling, 

mummy wrapping and putting your hand in boxes for a 

spooky surprise. Every student had a great day and they 

all got to wear their scary Halloween costumes. All 

thanks to the P.A. for this wonderful day. Altogether 

they raised a whopping £775!      

Cumann na mBunscol Football 

(by Aaron, Rhea, Bláthnaid & Eve) 

Spa N.S competed in the 2019 Cumann na mBunscoil 

primary schools football competition. We started the 

season with a few training sessions with our coaches 

Mr Linehan and Mr Morgan in early September ahead 

of our game vs Ardfert NS away. We won the game 

well and got off to a great start in the competition. 

Next we faced Scoil Eoin Balloonagh away but unfor-

tunately we lost. We finished the group with a thriller 

of a match vs CBS Primary in the Spa where we 

fought back from 10 points down at halftime to draw. 

We finished third in the first round of the competition. 

We beat Gaeilscoil Mhic Easmainn in the first game 

but then lost to Castleisland and Listowel in the next 

games As a result, Castleisland just pipped us to sec-

ond place in the group and  qualified for the county 

semi- finals. Everyone tried their best! Well done! 

Note from the Principal, Mr Peter Linehan  

 A Thuismitheoirí,  
 

As we approach the Christmas break, I would like to thank you all for your continued cooperation over the last term, and in 

particular for your positive support for our drive to secure an extension to the school site, a project Spa N.S. has been working 

on for over ten years. Hopefully in 2020, that long held dream will become a reality and we will be able to add another special 

feature to our lovely school. Thanks to the Board of Management for their constant support and in particular, the chairperson 

Vera Tierney who is always available to share her wisdom and her time. 
 

Sincere thanks to our super Parent’s Association who continuously support and contribute to the work and spirit of the school . 

Their loyalty and their willingness to volunteer and give of their time for the school are always very much appreciated.       
 

I want to say a special thanks to all of our hard working, enthusiastic and diligent staff. I cannot thank them enough for the 

wonderful care that they give to our students and for the super standards that they set in their work on a daily basis. Their sup-

port is vital in this team effort and I sincerely hope that they enjoy their well deserved break. 
 

I also need to thank all of our fantastic students who are the ‘heartbeat’ of our school. Thanks to them for their energy, enthusi-

asm and willingness to cooperate and work hard and do their very best at all times. We are very proud of them and I know that 

they will continue to thrive in the New Year.     
 

Finally I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all, the members of the Spa N.S. family a very happy, peaceful Christ-

mas and a prosperous New Year. I look forward to working with each and every one of you in 2020!   

Beannachtaí na Nollag agus na h-Athbhliana! 

Peter Linehan. 

Aistear in Junior Infants!  
Mrs. O Reilly and our S.E.T. staff are leading the roll of the amazing Aistear curriculum in Junior 

Infants this year. Aistear is all about providing enjoyable and appropriately challenging learning 

experiences that afford children the opportunity to grow and develop as competent and confident 

learners. The children are loving the different themes and the opportunity to learn through structured play!  

Merry Christmas Everyone! 



   Spa N.S. Picture Parade 


