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Message from the Newsletter Team! 

Fáilte chuig nuachtlitir Scoil Náisiúnta an Spá don Nollaig 2020! 

Welcome readers to Spa National School’s newsletter for Christmas 2020. Over the past five weeks eve-

ryone has helped to gather details of the news and events that happened in Spa N.S. in term one. We 

drafted and redrafted news stories, collected pictures and then designed and put together the newsletter. It 

was a lot of hard work but we hope that it gives you an idea of some of the work that happens in our 

school. Thanks to all of the teachers for their cooperation when researching the stories! Enjoy the read 

and have a really great Christmas! 

Santa Claus visits Spa N.S.  

Everyone in Spa National School received a really 

special surprise on December 14th, when Santa 

Claus made some zoom calls to each class in the 

school. The students were thrilled to hear that even 

though he was too busy to visit in person this year 

Fr. Christmas decided to make the calls and check 

in with all the students in the school. Each class got 

to see and hear from the man himself and ask him 

loads of questions. He reminded all the students to 

be really nice in the run up to Christmas and to help 

out at home.  

Our Land Purchase is nearly there!   

Everyone in Spa N.S. will be delighted to hear  

the news that the school is finally looking  

forward to completing the purchase of land on  

the southern side of the school site. The purchase  

of land to extend the school site was a long held  

target for Spa N.S. The move was also  

recommended by the Department of Education  

Inspectors back in 2008.  The school had been in  

negotiations with the land owners over the last  

ten years hoping to reach an agreement. This was  

finally achieved this year. Spa N.S. will purchase 

approximately 0.7 acres on the southern side of  

the school site. The purchase will cost €25,000.  

Unfortunately, there was no funding available from the Department of Education and Skills for this pur-

chase. The school operated a whole school contribution scheme in 2019/20 which raised over €15,000. 

The board of management would like to sincerely thank the school community who were so supportive of 

the move and contributed generously. The B.O.M.. is also hoping to raise €10,000 in cost cutting savings 

to the school’s annual budget. We are all now eager to complete the legal formalities of the purchase and 

begin plans to incorporate the new land into the existing  school site and develop new plans for the extra 

space.      

 Spa N.S. Christmas Mass. 

This year, despite Covid 19 restrictions, we will still celebrate our school Christmas Mass 

on Tuesday, December 22nd 2020 at 10.00 a.m. Parish Priest Fr. Francis will celebrate the 

mass which will be streamed live on the Spa Parish facebook page. Hope you can join us!    



 
Junior Infants News 

The Junior Infants have been busy this December exploring Christmas.  Aistear featured a very exciting 

Santa’s workshop where the children had the opportunity to design, create and wrap presents for Santa.  

Our festive fine motor activities included cutting Santa’s beard and decorating a Christmas tree and 

wreath.  The children did wonderful performances of their Christmas Lámh songs with a host of other 

Christmas songs and poems.  Daidí na Nollag was very popular during Irish lessons and each day we 

made sure to say ‘Nollaig Shona duit’.  Irish bingo is a firm favourite in Junior Infants and the children 

had great fun with our Christmas bingo.   

Senior Infants News 
Hi Everyone, 

We have had a very busy term since September and we are loving being back at Spá National School. We 

have worked hard at both our reading and writing with Ms Kelly and Mrs Linehan. In math we had great 

fun doing a 3 D shape hunt back in November and we are now excellent at using our number lines. Our 

favorite subjects are Art and PE. We have made some fantastic pieces this year, most recently a Rudolph 

and Christmas Snowman to hang on our trees at home. We are looking forward to a big break from 

school and spending time with our families. A special thanks to our super SNA Sharon for all her help 

and Mrs Linehan our SET. Nollaig Shona Daoibh go léir! 

5th Class News 
In fifth class, we collected non-perishable food for 

people in need. We collected sweets, biscuits, crisps, 

tea, coffee, and pasta. We are very proud to have 

filled two boxes full. We also wrote letters, stories, 

poems, cards, and drew pictures for nursing home 

residents. We know it was a hard time for everyone 

especially for people in nursing homes because they 

couldn't see their families and lots of them were 

lonely. We did our best to brighten their day.  

By Anna Corridon 5th class 

2nd Class News 
Second class have enjoyed returning to 

school.  They have been working very hard this 

term.  They had a special enrol-

ment ceremony for their First Confession and 

their First Holy Communion.  All of the children 

in second class got to go to the church with one 

parent for their first 'Do This In Memory' 

mass.  We have made lovely cribs for Christmas 

over the past few weeks which we are looking 

forward to bringing home.  Kindness has been 

shown by all the boys and girls in second class 

throughout the term.  Lots of children have been 

'caught being kind'. Nollaig Shona daoibh go 

léir.  

1st Class News 

We have been super busy this term and although 

a little different to other years, the run up ot 

Christmas has been lots of fun. We learnt all 

about penguins and owls. We worked with clay 

in our art this term and created beautiful winter 

trees and snowmen. We were delighted to wel-

come trainee teacher Miss Lynch to the class for 

a number of weeks. Although we couldn’t do our 

usual performance of our Christmas Play, we 

had great fun doing an inlcass performance of 

“Santa’s on Stirke!” with each pod performing a 

scene. Well done First Class! I’m very proud of 

you! I wish you all a very Merry Christmas!     



 
 4th Class News 

 We have had a very busy run up to Christmas in 

Fourth Class. The children have to be commended 

for their hard work, creative endeavour and above 

all, their sense of camaraderie and fun. 

 Science Week was thoroughly enjoyable with 

‘Experiments’, ‘Zoom Talks’, ‘Science Quiz’ and 

learning about the curious chemistry, phenomenal 

physics and ecological wonder of water. 

  Great insight into the civilization of Ancient 

Egypt was gleaned through the media of story, re-

cord, artefact, language and art.  

 The children have greatly enjoyed free writing in 

English, particularly with story writing and poetry. 

We learned to improve our writing skills using 

figurative language - idiom, hyperbole, alliteration, 

metaphor, simile, onomatopoeia and personifica-

tion. 

 We are working hard at our Maths and Gaeilge 

and have had regular assessments to keep track of 

progress. We are playing lots of Maths and Gaeilge 

games in class to promote a sense of enjoyment in 

learning, while complimenting the nuts and bolts 

of those subjects. 

 It’s hard to believe we are half way through the 

year already! We are motoring along very well and 

I am really looking forward to good times in the 

New Year . 

 Onward and upwards!! 

 I hope you all have a great Christmas and a Happy 

New Year to each and every one of you. 

Best Wishes, 

Mr. Morgan. 

Life in 3rd Class 

In third class from September we did lots of 

work   

Learning about nouns, nature and places in Cork. 

We have lots to revise which we do with a quiz, 

And sign of the times - we are wise - we sanitize! 

  

We made our 1st confession and our 1st  com-

munion too, 

We played Red Rover, 4 corners and tried some 

hockey too. 

We were happy to get to October, and Halloween 

passed without a hitch, 

Then followed science week, experimenting with 

eggs without a glitch. 

  

We played games to help us multiply-are you 

ready for Bang!Bang!  

We drew pictures of scarecrows and robins, cén 

tam é anois? 

We sang songs as Gaeilge, about history, rockets 

and dinosaurs too. 

We went on a scavenger hunt and saw worms-

what a gang! 

  

Now we are ready for our Christmas play 

The show must go on or so they say. 

We won’t forget about Tipp and their trip to 

Croke Park   

Let 2021 bring what it may- Once Santa comes on 

Christmas Day! 

Merry Christmas Everyone!  

Mrs Behan 

Life in 6th Class 

In September we were all very excited to be back after our extended break. 

It was a bit different with the tables all 1 metre apart to keep us safe during 

these challenging times. Lucky for us we had no homework for the month 

and we had a great time settling in. Mar a deir an seanfhocal, ‘Tús maith 

leath na hOibre.’ 

On the 23rd of October Halloween arrived to Spa!! We were all given the 

opportunity to dress up as a horrifying character to get into the true creepy 

spirit. All of the students unlocked their creative side and whizzed up  truly 

terrifying outfits. There were zombies, witches, ghosts and even a banana! 

For lunch we brought in our own treats as an alternative to the bake sale 

run by the parent’s council. After break all of the senior classes lined up 

along the ramp (2 meters between each class) while 6th class preformed a 

dance to Michael Jackson’s song ‘Thriller’  as Gaeilge on the AstroTurf. 

To finish off the day we played some Halloween games and had a spook-

tacular time. 

In November there was sparkly tinsel and glittery baubles all over the 

classroom when we made wreaths in preparation for Christmas. 

In December we were busy sewing stockings and stuffing snowmen. We 

had great fun on Friday doing a sixth class secret Santa in our cosy Christ-

mas jumpers! Have a safe and merry Christmas from everyone in 6th class! 

Pat Cotter’s Retirement 

Many thanks to Mr. Pat 

Cotter for his thirty three 

years of unwavering service 

to Spa N.S. as school care-

taker. We wish him well in 

his retirement! Thank you 

and all the best Pat!    



 
Meet our new Parish Priest  

You will know that Fr Francis Nolan 

became Parish Priest of Spa Parish in 

July 2020. We caught up with him re-

cently and decided to put him on the 

hotspot and ask him a few questions.  

 

Name: Brian Francis Nolan 

D.O.B: 15/04/1961 

Place of birth: Tralee 

Hobbies: Cycling, Walking, Spending time with friends, Lis-

tening to Music, Travelling  

Likes: Dogs, Nice scenery 

Dislikes: Mice, rats, spiders 

Things that annoy you most: All talk and no action 

Favourite food: Garlic mushrooms, Duck  

Favourite TV programe: Coronation Street, Brtain’s got Tal-

ent, Winning Streak,   

Favourite song: Dingle Bay, The Town I loved so well! 

Favourite Author: Máire Mac an tSaoi, Maidhc Dainín O Sé, 

Tomás O Criomtháin 

Favourite Actor/Actress: Gabriel Byrne,  

Favourite Sports person: Maurice Fitzgerald 

Favourite Film: Titanic 

Favourite destination for a holiday: Croatia. Achill Island 

Famous person you’d like to meet most: Princess William, 

Kate Midleton, Pope Francis 

Person from history you admire most: Daniel O Connell 

Best part of the Job: Love helping people, Community work, 

Giving people the opportunity to use their talents, Making the 

parish a better place to be.  

Worst part of the Job: Increasing workload due to shortage 

of priests 

Most embarrassing teaching moment: Falling on footpath.   
If the world was about to end what would your last words be?: 

“Do your best in life! Stay close to God & show kindness eve-

ryday.” 
 

We wish Fr Francis many years of health and happiness in 

his new ministry in Spa!  

         Spa N.S. Debating Team 

  

6th class 

and the 

debating 

team have 

been work-

ing ex-

tremely 

hard debating topics such as ‘The Inter-

net should be banned from school’ and 

‘Junk food should be banned from 

schools’  and are delighted to have 

reached  the county final against Listel-

lick on the 10th of February. 

 

Each round of the debate was through  

zoom which was difficult at the begin-

ning but we adapted very quickly and it 

is working very well. 

We would like to thank everyone at the 

Education Centre especially Kay 

Dowling for organising this event and 

allowing us to debate so many issues.   

Our Motion for the final is that 

‘Children can make a big difference to 

the Environment’ and we are opposing. 

We are very nervous and excited but we 

hope we can win, make our school 

proud  and go to the  nationals. Fingers 

crossed   Slán! 
 

 Pedestrian Crossing  

Many of you will be aware that a lot of work has been done in recent weeks to high-

light the need for the erection of a pedestrian crossing near the school to allow for 

safer crossing for all users during and also outside of school time. We are all too con-

scious that many motorists are not adhering to the speed limit of 50 km/hr for the vil-

lage of Spa and as result there is increased danger especially at key busy school 

times. Our Community Garda has seen this for herself and has indicated that there 

will be an increased garda presence in the area in the New Year. Many of our parents 

deserve great credit too. In recent weeks they have been very proactive in notifying and highlighting this 

issue and their concerns to the local councillors for the area as well as Roads Dept of Kerry County Cou-

cil. A meeting was arranged recently and officials saw for themselves the obvious dangers. However, 

there is more work to be done to convince the ‘powers that be’ that this crossing is needed. So LET US 

ALL make two specific resolutions for 2021! 1) Keep highlighting the need for the addition of this safety 

feature. 2) Let’s all slow down a little as we drive through our lovely village!           



 
B.O.M. Updates 

The Board of Management has been very busy since the school reopened in August 

2020. With different Covid 19 restrictions in places at times, some meetings had to be 

held remotely. Despite this, the board completed a lot of work on behalf of the school. 

Please find some details listed here. 

 The board oversaw the development of the school’s Covid 19 response and school 

reopening plan over the Summer.  

 Investment in recommended sanitising facilities, P.P.E. and social distancing measures was made 

and a new daily whole school cleaning regime was organised and implemented.  

 The board was delighted to ratify the appointment of Mr Padraig Walsh to the position of school 

caretaker and Ms Deirdre Hannafin to a new SNA position in the school.   

 The board finalised and is now implementing a new Admissions Policy in line with the latest enact-

ments of the Admissions Act.  

 Spa National School’s Child Protection Statement and Risk Assessment were reviewed.  

 The Board was happy to welcome Fr Francis Nolan as the Patron’s new board nominee in October. 

 The board oversaw the review of the whole school Health & Safety statement and risk assessment 

and attended to all recommendations.  

 The board has continued in its negotiations for the purchase of a site extension on the southern side. 

The board hopes that this will be concluded in early 2021.  

 The board was happy to sponsor and facilitate whole staff training in two online platforms to sup-

port remote teaching and learning in the future.  

 The board worked to ensure that school finances would be kept in a healthy state and that all ac-

counts are ready for submission to and review by the Financial Support Services Unit.  

 The board reviewed and ratified a new SNA policy and Intimate Care Needs Policy. It intends to 

complete reviews in the following policy areas in the new year. (Religion Policy, Administration of 

Medicines Policy, First Aid Policy, Exemption from Irish Policy) 

 The board hopes to review the whole school Literacy and Gaeilge policies before June 2021. 

 The board was delighted to oversee the completion of a Three Year Development plan for the 

school and looks forward to implementing the listed improvements over the next few years. 

The B.O.M. wishes all members of the school community a very happy and safe Christmas!     

Spa N.S. Student Council  

Christmas Competition Winners 2020. 

Our hardworking Student Council organised Christ-

mas competitions in art, poetry and story writing in 

December. They received a great response. Thank 

you to everyone who took the time to enter. The 

standard was very high, but after much delibera-

tion, the student council decided that the prizes 

should go to the following people. Congratulations! 

Hope they enjoy their prizes!      

Junior Infants: Estelle Ambrose  

Senior Infants: Emma Barrett Neziri 

1st Class : Kate Finn  

2nd Class: Daniel Lawlor 

3rd Class: Muiris Stack  

4th Class: Ashling Dillon 

5th Class: Dara Harty 

6th Class: Anna Chute 

Student Council:  

Congratulations to Patrick Hanafin, Rachel Falvey, 

Caelan Tuite, Emma Gaynor, Evie O Sullivan and 

Mark Nealan who were elected to the student 

council committee in October this year. Every stu-

dent is a member of the council but these students 

will meet with Miss Kelly and Mr Linehan every 

month to discuss school issues and improvement 

suggestions. The committee has been very busy 

recently organising Christmas competitions for dif-

ferent classes. They also have big plans for imple-

menting new initiatives in the school in the new 

year.  



 
“Someone Like Me” Competition 

The students and staff of Junior and Senior Infants had a very busy term. One of the many things they did 

was to take part in the very special ’Someone Like Me” competition. This fantastic competition aims to 

promote disability awareness among primary school children and gives them a greater understanding of 

what unites children of differing abilities. Someone Like Me enables children to learn about and discuss 

these topics and creatively express what they’ve learned through art. Both classes participated in the com-

petition and linked them with their work on the Stay Safe Programme. At the end of the lessons, both 

classes produced two beautiful collages as their entries. Every student in the classes was involved. Well 

done to all involved in putting together the two fabulous pieces of work!   This fantastic competition aims 

to 

Note from the Principal, Mr Peter Linehan  
  

A Chairde,  
 

There is no doubt that 2020 has proven to be a year like no other! The Covid 19 pandemic has threatened 

and challenged the whole world! ‘Lockdown, remote learning, zoom’ became some of the many new 

buzz words. Thankfully, in August we got to re open the doors and return to our lovely school. Yes! our 

traditional ‘day to day’ routines had to be revised and strange, more rigid and socially distant restrictions 

had to be introduced.  
 

However, the whole school community showed tremendous resilience, spirit and played their part and as 

a result, we are completing a very productive first term in Spa National School. So, as we approach the 

Christmas break, I would like to sincerely thank you all for your understanding, cooperation and support 

over the past few months.  
 

Thanks to the Board of Management for their constant support and in particular, the chairperson Vera 

Tierney who was always available to support and share her wisdom and her time. 
 

Sincere thanks to our super Parent’s Association who too was always on hand to support and to contrib-

ute to the work and spirit of the school.      
 

I want to say a special thanks to all of our hard working, enthusiastic and diligent staff. I cannot thank 

them enough for the cooperation and understanding they showed as we implemented the new necessary 

procedures and protocols. I thank them too for the wonderful care that they gave to our students and for 

the super standards that they set in their work on a daily basis. Their support was vital in this team effort 

and I sincerely hope that they enjoy their well deserved break. 
 

I also need to thank all of our fantastic students who were and are the ‘heartbeat’ of our school. Thanks to 

them for their positive energy, infectious enthusiasm and their willingness to do their very best at all 

times. We are very proud of them and I know that they will continue to thrive in the New Year.     
 

Finally I would like to wish you all, the members of the Spa N.S. family a very safe and peaceful Christ-

mas. Please continue to stay safe over the holidays and I look forward to welcoming you all back to Spa 

N.S. for a  happy, healthy and prosperous New Year!    
 

Beannachtaí na Nollag agus na h-Athbhliana! 
 

Peter Linehan. 



 

  

  

Spa N.S. Picture Parade 

  

  


