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Fáilte chuig nuachtlitir  
Scoil Náisiúnta an Spá don Nollaig 

2021! 
Welcome readers to Spa National School’s 
newsletter for Christmas 2021. Over the past few 
weeks everyone has helped to gather details of 
the news and events that happened in Spa N.S. in 
term one. We drafted and redrafted news stories, 
collected pictures and then designed and put to-
gether the newsletter. It was a lot of hard work 
but we hope that it gives you an idea of some of 
the work that happens in our school. Thanks to 
all of the teachers for their cooperation when re-
searching the stories! Enjoy the read and have a 
really great Christmas! 
                                  Spa N.S. Newsletter Team! 

 Spa N.S. Christmas Mass 2021. 
This year, we hope to celebrate our school Christ-
mas Mass on Wednesday, December 22nd  2021 
at 10.00 a.m. Parish Priest Fr. Francis will cele-
brate the mass which will be streamed live on the 
Spa Parish facebook page. Hope you can join us!    

Thank you Spa National School! 
A Chairde,  
 
2021 is edging to a close and like 2020 before it, has 
challenged the whole world! ‘Lockdown, remote learn-
ing, zoom’ became part and parcel of our daily routines 
yet again at the start of this year. Thankfully, in February 
we got to re open the doors and return to our lovely 
school. Our traditional ‘day to day’ routines again had to 
be revised and socially distant restrictions had to be in-
troduced. Following the summer we were delighted to 
start a new school year in school and since then have 
worked hard to tackle the challenges of Covid 19 and 
maintain a really positive school environment for our 
lovely students.   
 
The whole school community has again showed tremen-
dous resilience, spirit and played their part in ensuring 
that we are completing a very productive first term in Spa 
National School. 
 
So, as we approach this Christmas break, I would like to 
sincerely thank you all for your understanding, coopera-
tion and support over the past few months.  
 
Thanks to the Board of Management for their constant 
support and in particular, the chairperson Vera Tierney 
who was always available to support and share her wis-
dom and her time. 
 
Sincere thanks to our super Parent’s Association who too 
was always on hand to support and to contribute to the 
work and spirit of the school.      
 
I want to say a special thanks to all of our hard working, 
enthusiastic and diligent staff. I cannot thank them 
enough for the cooperation and understanding they 
showed as we implemented the new necessary proce-
dures and protocols. I thank them too for the wonderful 
care that they gave to our students and for the super 
standards that they set in their work on a daily basis. 
Their support was vital in this team effort and I sincerely 
hope that they enjoy their well deserved break. 
 
I also need to thank all of our fantastic students who were 
and are the ‘heartbeat’ of our school. Thanks to them for 
their positive energy, infectious enthusiasm and their 
willingness to do their very best at all times. We are very 
proud of them and I know that they will continue to 
thrive in the New Year.    
 
Finally I would like to wish you all, the members of the 
Spa N.S. family a very safe and peaceful Christmas and a 
happy, healthy and prosperous New Year!    
Beannachtaí na Nollag agus na h-Athbhliana! 
 

Peter Linehan. 



Junior Infants Newsletter 
It’s hard to believe that the Junior Infants have been with 
us for almost four months but what a busy few months it 
has been.  The children have been learning some wonder-
ful things using a new theme each month.    During our 
Aistear time we have explored and discussed many 
themes and a firm favourite is our role play area in which 
the children have explored the doctor’s surgery, the Hal-
loween costume shop, the home corner and our most re-
cent Santa’s Workshop.  The Junior Infants have loved 
dressing as elves, designing, creating and wrapping pre-
sents.   
Morning fine motor activities are a lovely way to begin 
our day and it is lovely to see the children cutting, thread-
ing, painting, designing and building all those fine motor 
muscles.  We are also doing brilliant work on our Phon-
ics and reading and the Juniors are experts at writing their 
names on their work.  For our lesson transitions we enjoy 
saying rhymes and poems and singing songs, especially 
our favourite Lámh songs. 
 
We have performed lots of science experiments and we 
discovered that many of the children love science, it was 
great fun to watch the Mentos and Diet Coke explosion 
on the yard. We are very lucky in Juniors to have Mrs. 
Murphy and Mrs. Linehan with us for P.E. and we have 
explored athletics, gymnastics and many great games 
such as parachute games.  On days that we don’t have 
P.E. we stay active using our busy breaks on GoNoodle 
and we love Yoga and our breathing exercises such as 
‘bee breath’ and ‘snake breath’. 
 
In November we were joined by Ms. Hanafin who com-
pleted her teaching practice.  The children loved learning 
with Ms. Hanafin and she taught us all so much about 
farming and animals.  During Ms. Hanafin’s time with us 
we walked to the beach and collected shells, stones and 
sea glass treasures. 
 
Some of this term’s highlights have included our Autumn 
school tour to the Town Park.  For many children, due to 
Covid, it was the first time being on a bus.  We explored 
the trees in Autumn and collected treasures such as heli-
copters from the Sycamore tree and conkers from the 
Horse Chestnut tree.  At Halloween we played lots of 
games and had a Halloween disco party in our fantastic 
costumes.  In December we had a special visit to our 
classroom from Santa Claus and the children all had a 
chance to ask Santa about the magic of Christmas. 
 
We look forward to more adventures in the New Year.  
Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas from the Junior 
Infants. 

 

   

Santa Claus visits Spa N.S.  
Everyone in Spa National School received a really spe-
cial surprise on December 13th, when Santa Claus visited 
each class in the school. The students were thrilled when 
Fr. Christmas arrived and was able to call to each room 
and check in with all the students in the school. Each 
class got to see and hear from the man himself and ask 
him loads of questions. He reminded all the students to 
be really nice in the run up to Christmas and to help out 
at home. Thank you so much Santa for taking the time to 
visit us in Spa N.S.!   

   



 
Spa’s Long Term Goal becomes a reality 

There was a lot of excitement at the start of December as contractors completed the erection of the new 
boundary fencing at the southern side of the school site. You will be aware that Spa N.S. completed the  
purchase of land on the southern side of the school site last year. The purchase  of land to extend the  
school site was a long held target for Spa N.S. The move was also recommended by the Department of 
Education Inspectors back in 2008. The school had been in negotiations with the land owners over the 
last ten years hoping to reach an agreement. This was finally achieved in May last year. Spa N.S. pur-
chased approximately 0.7 acres for €25,000.  Unfortunately, there was no funding available from the De-
partment of Education and Skills for this purchase. The school operated a whole school contribution 
scheme in 2019/20 which raised over €15,000. The board of management would again like to sincerely 
thank the school community who were so supportive of the move and contributed generously. The 
B.O.M.. has  also raised €10,000 in cost cutting savings to the school’s annual budget. The purchase is 
now complete and the school can focus on developing new plans for the extra space. 

Life in 6th class  
Life in 6th class is amazing, there is something new every day. We cannot wait to see what the fun year will bring 
to us, but for now let us tell you what has happened so far. 
September 
6th class started out great, even though it took a while to get used to we have all settled in wonderfully now. We 
were all excited for the fun activities that would come through the year including spike ball and debating. To start 
the year the class enjoyed a fun day out playing football. Table Toppers became the new fun way to learn tables 
and a very popular game for the class. Portraits were drawn in the first couple of weeks and they turned out bril-
liant. Miss Crowe our teacher had made the first month in 6th class a very special one. 
October  
October was a special spooky month for the whole school as spooky art was displayed all over the halls.  6th clas-
ses constructed spooky bottle characters, made from clay, based on characters from one of our favourite holidays. 
Every one was in the Halloween mood and dressed up in their costumes that pleased all. Our dance Thriller as 
Gaeilge entertained classes 3rd to 5th as we sang and danced our hearts out in the Astro turf. The class went home 
happy that day without homework for the weekend.  
November 
The highlight of November for most of the class was debating. However, we also enjoyed learning the poems 
‘Midterm Break’ and ‘Base Details’ even though it was a very poignant poem. We started work on our spike ball 
skills with our wonderful coach Mr Linehan. We thoroughly 
enjoyed making the trip to the community centre every Thurs-
day. 
December 
Everyone in 6th class was in the Christmas spirit.  6th class had 
lots of fun making Christmas characters out of bottles. We also 
made wreaths using hangers, tinsel, decorations, lights and 
much more. Santa came in for an unexpected visit and an-
swered many questions from all the class. Christmas pictures 
for the school calendar were taken. Christmas jumper day was 
also another memorable day. We 6th class have had so much 
fun this year and can’t wait for what the rest of the new year 
will bring for us. Merry Christmas and a Happy new year from 
everyone in 6th class. 

 

 



 
First Class News 

First class have been very busy this term. Here are just a few of the things that we have been up to. We 
were very lucky to go on an ‘archaeological dig’, organised by Kerry County Museum. We learnt all 
about the work of the archaeologist and even got to dig for some genuine Viking artefacts. Afterwards, 

the children played in the playground. We had a great day out and everyone was very well behaved. We 
had a visit from some of our local Gardaí. They told us about all the ways in which the Gardaí help in 
our community. Back in class we’ve learned about owls, penguins, schools in the past and Christmas tra-

ditions, to name but a few. In art class, we enjoyed making snowmen, rockets and we all worked collab-
oratively to create a beautiful Christmas scene. The very kind children in First Class also did the Team 
Hope Shoebox Appeal. We donated 30 showboxes to very poor children. We received confirmation that 

our shoeboxes are now on their way to Moldova. In Drama class we prepared our Christmas Play – Ga-
briel’s Big Break. Although things are a little different this year and we can’t have our usual audience in 
the hall, the children still had great fun acting and singing. Each and every boy and girl in the class 

worked very hard and we did get to perform for some of the other classes on the yard one fine day. 

Senior Infants News 
We are very busy in Senior Infants. We have worked very hard at our reading, writing and sums since 
August. We love using number lines, writing the news and using Seesaw at home. Every Wednesday we 
have great fun at Fundamental Skills with Mrs Linehan, Mrs Murphy, Deirdre and Ms Kelly. In Decem-

ber we made elves and decorations for our Christmas trees at home. We got a big surprise when Santa 
came to visit us in our classroom last week. We have learned lots of Christmas songs, poems and rhymes 
which we hope you will enjoy. We really like learning LÁMH in the evenings and we are getting very 

good at it. Nollaig shona daoibh go léir agus tabhair aire! 

 

 

Spa Students Support Charity Collection 
 

Spa Students Support Charity Collection 
Last year in Spa national school, Ms Burke introduced 5th and 6th 
class to Adapt, the local charity, because it is important for every-
one to feel safe and happy, especially at Christmas and if we can 
make even a small impact, we think this would be very helpful. The 
Adapt service was established by a group of parents in Tralee. This 
group of local people formed a committee to fundraise for the con-
struction of a refugee centre in Tralee to provide a place of safety 
for women and children in need in county Kerry. 
 
Last year was the first year of helping Adapt and the contribution 
was absolutely incredible, so we decided to do it again this year. 
 
This year Ms.  Burke emailed to ask them specifically what they 
needed. This year they needed non perishable foods, toiletries, cere-
als and drinks such as hot chocolate, coffee and tea. 5th and 6th class 
are doing a great job of bringing in items. They were so delighted 
with last years items so hopefully they will be just as happy with 
this years contributions. 
            Nollaig Shona Daoibh. 
-Written by Alicia and Molly- 

 



 

Admissions 2022 
The official window for receiving enrolment applications for the 2022 junior infant class in Spa N.S. opened on 
December 16th 2021. You might be aware that all schools in Ireland are now governed by the Admissions Act. 
Please note that Spa National School’s Admissions Policy for the school year 2022- 2023 was amended re-
cently by the B.O.M. in consultation with St Senan’s Education Office. All parents should read through this 
policy carefully to ensure that you are aware of the selection criteria and other relevant details.          
All parents interested in applying for a place in our September 2022 junior infants’ class can now officially apply 
to the school before January 21st 2022.  You can contact the school office dfor more details. The Board of Man-
agement of Spa N.S. will then consider all applications received, apply the selected criteria as laid out in the re-
vised school’s admission Policy and offer places in early February 2022. The successful applicants will have until 
mid-February 2022 to accept or decline that offer. 

   

“Life in 5th Class” 
by Caitlin Broderick 

To start off a great new year of learning 
in 5th class, we began working on a pro-
ject called “My Locality” where we 
compared our locality to Dublin City. It 
was great to have independence in our 
learning and research. 
Next we had Science Week, where we 
got to take part in some brilliant work-
shops and every student got to present a 
science experiment. For example, some 
students made Powerpoint presentations 
while others did experiments in class. 
Some did both! 
This term, we read a wonderful novel 
called “Under the Hawthorn Tree” 
which was amazing. It was the tragic 
tale of a family who had lost many 
members during the famine and had to 
travel across the country to find their 
Great Aunties. 
Earlier in the term, we played a football 
blitz with our Principal and some boys 
from Transition Year refereed it. It was 
a great day overall. 
My personal favourite subject in the first 
term Art . We did many interesting piec-
es included art inspired by Pablo Picasso 
and Vincent van Gogh. We also did 
some more crafty things including leaf- 
tracing , making sock snowpeople and 
so much more! 
Finally I am going to touch on Gaeilge. 
So far this year, my favourites activities 
in this subject were the comhrá, bingo, 
poems and crosswords. 
It has been a great first term and I can-
not  wait for the next 2 terms! 

“Life in 5th Class”- by Andrew Redican 
At the start of the year, we were introduced to our new teacher Mr. 
Walsh. He is a great teacher and is very kind. He likes to take us out-
side for P.E. and we have played lots of different sports such as capture 
the flag, rounders, Olympic handball and tag rugby. We also played a 
football blitz organised by Mr. Linehan earlier in the year- it was great 
fun.  
In Maths class, we have been learning about fractions, long multiplica-
tion, long division, and how to use Maths in everyday situations. We 
also learned how to use a protractor. It was difficult at the start but got 
easier with practice.  
In Geography, we studied our locality and compared it with Dublin 
city. We presented it on A3 paper and displayed them on the walls in 
our classroom. 
In History, we did a research project on our family tree and asked our 
parents and grandparents questions to find out information. We gath-
ered lots of information about our ancestors. They are all on display in 
the classroom so we can all read about everyone`s ancestors.  
The class novel we read this term was “Under the Hawthorn Tree”, it 
was great fun!  
In art class, we have learned about Vincent van Gogh and painted a 
picture called the Sunflower. We also learned about Picasso and paint-
ed abstract paintings and read about Leonardo da Vinci paintings such 
as the Mona Lisa, The Last Supper and Lady with Ermine. We also 
made sock snowmen and had fun writing stories about them in English 
class.  
I nGaeilge, d’fhoghlaim mé cúpla dánta. Is iad “An Fear Bocht”, 
“Scéilín Brónach” agus “An Spideog” na dánta. Tá said go h-iontach. 
During Science week, Eve O’Sullivan and Louise Gaynor won our 
class quiz. We also did science projects where everyone brought in 
their own experiment. Mr. Walsh helped us with that and gave us a 
document to use called “Discover Primary Science”. It was a great suc-
cess. 
This week, when we were doing our Irish work, a big surprise walked 
into the room- Santa Cause! We all loved the surprise and asked him 
all sorts of questions. He then went on the intercom and told us “No 
homework for tonight!” It was one of the best days in December. 
This year in fifth class has been amazing with a good teacher, a good 
class and good friends. 2022 is going to be a great year! 



 
2nd Class News 

2nd class have been very busy over this last term. We enjoyed a trip to Kerry County Museum and the 
town park at the start of this term.  We participated in the Big Dig.  We found lots of artefacts from the 
Vikings.  Our class had two very engaging webinars with Marina from Heritage Schools Ireland.  During 
these webinars, we explored the music of the plants.  It was fascinating.  We went on a local history trail 
with Mr. Linehan.  We visited the old Spa National School.  Mr. Linehan filled us in on the history of the 
local area.  During one of our maths lessons on data, we went outside to the school wall and recorded the 
amount of passing traffic using tally marks.  We learned lots of new football skills with our coach Tom.  
Science Week was great fun as we got to explore lots of different science experiments. We enjoyed mak-
ing cribs over the last few weeks.  We are looking forward to bringing them home for Christmas.  Every-
body wrote a piece of procedural writing on how to make hot chocolate, we all got to try it out at school.  
2nd class have engaged in ‘Bookvent’ this December.  Everyone in the class was invited to bring in a 
wrapped book of their choice and put it under our Christmas Tree.  One book was chosen each evening 
to read aloud to the class.  Our Christmas narratives were published and we have them displayed on the 
wall outside our classroom.  A very enjoyable evening was had listening to everyone’s Christmas stories.  
Lots of fun was had at last week’s talent show.  Students in 2nd class have been trying very hard to speak 
their’ cúpla focail’ and many of them have enjoyed the ‘Gaeilgeoir na Seachtaine’ award.   
Nollaig Shona Duit! 

 

Spa N.S. Parents Association  
There has always been a tradition of strong parental involvement in Spa National School. This is most 
evident in the important played by the Parents association in the life of the school down through the 
years. The P.a. has been to the fore front of the school fundraisers in recent years and thanks to them we 
have many of the wonderful resources and facilities in the school today. The P.A. would also have or-
ganised a number of activities and events every years which the students loved such as the Halloween 
Fun Day, November Movie Nights, Christmas Teas & Coffees and raffles, Easter Egg hunts. The P.A. 
would also have hosted Post Communion and Graduation parties for the 2nd and 6th classes as well as 
organising visiting speakers to the school. The P.A. also plays a very important role in formulating 
school policy in a number of areas.   
 
Every parent is automatically included as a member. However, the administrative committees are elect-
ed every year and active members meet with the principal once a month to tease out any issues and sug-
gestions. Unfortunately Covid 19 has not allowed the P.A. to be as active as they normally would but 
they are always there to help and support the school on a day to day basis.  
 
The current officers are  
Chairperson = Liz Lange 
Secretary = Bairbre Reen 
Treasurer = Noreen Lovett 
 
In early 2022, they hope to host an information meeting for all 
interested parents and welcome new members and ideas. We 
look forward to building on the wonderful work done already. 
As our school motto says,  
 
    “Ní neart go cur le chéile! Strength in Unity!”   
     

 



 
 Life in 3rd Class 

What were the best bits in 3rd class since Sep-
tember. We decided to ask the experts!!! 
 
Grace Fitzgibbon –made our 1st Communion 
 
Addison -multiplication and division 
 
Lucy -Twinkle twinkle on the Tin Whistle 
 
Edith-getting ready for Christmas play 
 
Katie-how to draw scarecrows 
 
Hannah R-went for a walk on the beach 
 
Julie-fractions and facts on the calendar 
 
Chloe-I’ll tell me ma on tin whistle 
 
Hannah B N-Songs-Isle of hope and Grace 
 
Isabelle- we practised how to sew on hessian 
 
Ronan- to wear masks and had fresh air breaks 
 
Ben- made cinnamon apple buns-yum! 
 
Daniel-more songs-Banna strand and Grandma  
got run over 
 
Fionn-information on birds and vegetables for 
food dudes 
 
Liam- group reading with Ms Breen and Mrs 
Murphy 
 
Charlie- Winter wonderland on tin whistle 
 
Elliot-Lá breithe shona duit a Elliot 
 
Aoife-planted bulbs with the Spa community  
group 
 
Sadhbh- handwriting as practice makes perfect! 
 
Grace Foley-dance to I’m a believer 
 
Caoimhe – Hurling and celebrate Stacks win in 
football 
 
Ella-football blitz-which was brill! 
 
Mia-trading cards with Mrs Murphy 
 
Wow! Looks like Mrs Behan and 3rd class have 
been busy!  Merry Christmas from everyone in 
3rd Class in Spa N.S.!!!! 
 

 

 

 

Mary Brennan’s  
Retirement 

Many thanks to Mrs. Mary 
Brennan for her many years 
of service to Spa N.S. as 
school secretary. We wish her 
well in her retirement! Thank 
you and all the best Mary!    



 
Meet Mr. Walsh  

You will know that Mr. Conor Walsh 
joined the staff last August and started 
teaching 5th class, We caught up with 
him recently and decided to put him on 
the hotspot and ask him a few questions.  
  
Name: Connor Walsh 
D.O.B:  26/10/1985 
Place of birth: Kerry 
Hobbies: soccer, cycling, cooking, 
Likes: podcasts 
Dislikes: rain, gossip 
Things that annoy you most: slow internet 
Favourite food: PASTA! PASTA! PASTA! I make the best 
ragu 
Favourite TV programme: The West Wing 
Favourite song: Virtual Insanity by Samiroquai 
Favourite Author: Colson Whitehead 
Favourite Actor/Actress: Ethan Hawke 
Favourite Sports person: Erk Cantona (aka king eric) 
Favourite Film:  Toy Story 
Favourite destination for a holiday: anywhere in Italy  
Famous person you’d like to meet most: Barack Obama  
Person from history you admire most: Martin Luther 
King 
Best part of the job: Getting to know each student and 
building a rapport with them. 
Worst part of the job: saying goodbye to a very nice class 
Most embarrassing teaching moment: Having to sing on 
stage during a school assembly. 
If the world was about to end what would your last 
words be? As Frank Sinatra said: ‘I did it my way 

         Spa N.S. Debating Team 

Despite the pandemic, 6th class have 
been taking part in the Concern Prima-
ry Debating competition. To start, we 
did auditions in front of the class before 
picking the team mid-October. The 
team consists of a captain, 2nd speaker, 
3rd speaker, timekeeper, chairperson 
and researcher. 
 Soon after the team was picked, we 
were informed that we were against 
Cullina NS. We started to prepare but 
shortly after we were notified that Cul-
lina had to pull out. We went straight 
through to the next round but we hadn’t 
got the experience of doing a debate. 
We waited patiently and we found out 
that we were against Gaelscoil Mhic 
Easmainn proposing the motion that 
‘shopping local must become the new 
normal’ We worked extremely hard 
learning speeches and researching 
points. Mrs Crowe hosted zoom calls 
with the team nearly every night in the 
lead up to the debate. We were very 
well prepared but Gaelscoil Mhic Eas-
mainn were too. Our adjudicator Patsy 
Towland listened to an extremely close 
debate and then announced that we had 
won! We were delighted and relieved. 
 We are now against Ardfert NS oppos-
ing the motion ‘We need to pay more 
for our clothes to fight fast fashion’ We 

are sure it will be another close debate 
but fingers crossed we will get through 
to the final. Unfortunately, the debates 

are being held on zoom but it is work-
ing well and we are delighted to be tak-
ing part.  

 Pedestrian Crossing  
Many of you will be aware that a lot of 
work has been done in recent weeks to 
highlight the need for the erection of a 
pedestrian crossing near the school to 
allow for safer crossing for all users 
during and also outside of school time. 
Kerry County Council put the proposal 
out for public consultation in Novem-
ber. Here’s hoping that we managed to 

get as many emails as possible sent into the council support-
ing the proposal. All going well, our Kerry county council-
lors will be able to rubber stamp the project and works 
could start as early as February 2022! 

 Our  
Gaeilgeóirí Na Seachtaine     
Awards have been a great 

hit!   
Keep up the good work in 

2022 everyone! 
 

Labhair an Gaeilge! 

 



 
 Spa N.S. Green Schools Programme 2021  

Green Schools’ is a programme for schools to 

become involved in all aspects of caring for the 

environment. Spa National School has already 

been awarded 4 Green Flags for:- Litter & 

Waster, Water, Energy and Travel. This school 

year the theme is: BIODIVERSITY 

Biodiversity means the variety of all living 

things –from plants and animals to birds, fish 

and insects! 

All the other themes help us to become more 

aware of biodiversity –for example Litter & 

Waste: reducing our waste and disposing of it 

properly protects sea-life; Travel: Choosing to 

walk more reduces our carbon footprint, helping 

the atmosphere to heal; Actions have conse-

quences so we want to make sure our good ac-

tions have good consequences! 

Some of the activities we are doing in school 

this year include:-  choosing a new committee, 

reminding each other to save electricity, reduce 

waste, save water, recycle, cycle, etc. We ran an 

art competition to raise awareness and got over 

150 entries! These posters are hanging all 

around the school, reminding us to do the right 

thing! Congratulations to all the winners! 

We have also been:  Planting trees and flowers; 

Feeding the birds and making sure they have 

water on frosty days. Making a Biodiversity 

Map of the school; Developing our new plot of 

land into an environmentally friendly out-door 

classroom and wildlife habitiat; 

We will have a visit from a Green Schools In-

spector to check out our work. And another 

competition -Creating a Green Schools’ Biodi-

versity code! 

We are hoping to have a Biodiversity Action 

Day in the spring where we plan to do a Beach 

Clean-up; Our ‘Walk on Wednesdays’ will 

hopefully happen then too – Covid-19 regula-

tions permitting. 

 

 

 

  

  

Spa N.S. C.L.A.S.S scheme 2021 
All schools in the country received extra support teaching hours this Oc-
tober. The Covid Learning And Support Scheme was launched in early 
October. Schools were able to use these extra teaching hours to support 
classes and students who may have needed some extra support following 
recent lockdowns. This practical initiative has been a huge success and we 
are delighted to have had Mrs. Niamh Murphy completing the hours here 
in Spa N.S. Mrs. Murphy provides in class and withdrawl support de-
pending on the classes. Mrs. Murphy has been able to provide very practi-
cal and focussed support and is doing a tremendous job. Thanks Niamh!    

 



 

B.O.M. Updates 
The Board of Management has been very busy since the school reopened in August 
2021. With different Covid 19 restrictions in places at times, some meetings had to be 
held remotely. Despite this, the board completed a lot of work on behalf of the school. 
Please find some details listed here. 
• The board oversaw the development of the school’s Covid 19 response and school 

reopening plan over the Summer.  
• Investment in recommended sanitising facilities, P.P.E. and social distancing measures was contin-

ued and a new daily whole school cleaning regime was organised and implemented.  
• The board was delighted to ratify the appointment of Mr Conor Walsh to a fixed term teaching po-

sition and Ms Rebecca Ryan Griffin to the position of school secretary.   
• The board finalised and is now implementing a new Admissions Policy in line with the latest enact-

ments of the Admissions Act.  
• Spa National School’s Child Protection Statement and Risk Assessment were reviewed.  
• The board oversaw the review of the whole school Health & Safety statement and risk assessment 

and attended to all recommendations.  
• The board completed the purchase of a site extension on the southern side.   
• The board was happy to continue its support for whole staff training in two online platforms to sup-

port remote teaching and learning in the future.  
• The board worked to ensure that school finances would be kept in a healthy state and that all ac-

counts are ready for submission to and review by the Financial Support Services Unit.  
• The board reviewed and ratified a number of new policy areas t intends to complete reviews in the 

following policy areas in the new year. (Child Protection, Health & Safety, Code of Behaviour & Adden-
dum  for Covid 19, Fire Drill & Evacuation Policy, Substance Usage , Protected Disclosures, S.P.H.E. Poli-
cy, Stay Safe Policy, R.S.E. Policy, Healthy Lunches Policy, Uniform & Personal Appearance, Homework. 

            All of these are available upon request in the school office.)  
• The board hopes to review the whole school Literacy and Gaeilge policies before June 2022. 
• The board was delighted to continue to oversee the completion of a Three Year Development plan 

for the school and looks forward to implementing the listed improvements over the next few years. 
 

The B.O.M. wishes all members of the school community a very happy and safe Christmas!     

Spa N.S. Student Council  
‘Guestimate’ Competition Winners 2021. 

Our hardworking Student Council organised a novel 
‘Guestimate’ competition for the students in No-
vember. They worked in partnership with Spa Tidy 
Villages Group. Students got the chance to guess 
how many bulbs were in a special container. They 
received a great response with everyone putting 
their thinking caps on to estimate the right amount. 
Rebecca was on hand to help out with recording all 
of the guesses and helping people out. The right 
number was 136. Thank you to everyone who took 
the time to enter. The prizes went to the people in 
the picture below.  Congratulations! 

Student Council:  
Congratulations to Billy Naughton, Abby Crowley, 
Ava Flaherty, Mark Nealan, Shea Gilligan and Jes-
sica Reen who were elected to the student council 
committee in October this year. Every student is a 
member of the council but these students will meet 
with Miss Kelly and Mr Linehan every month to 
discuss school issues and improvement sugges-
tions. The committee has been very busy recently 
organising Christmas competitions for different 
classes. They also have big plans for implementing 
new initiatives in the school in the new year.  

 

  



 
Credit Union Art Wins 2021! 

Every year the Credit Union in Kerry runs an Art Competition which 

gets hundreds and hundreds of entries from children all around the 

county. This year the theme for the competition was: IMAGINE! 

Katie Dillon [Senior Infants] decided to imagine what it would be 

like to fly up into the sky in a Hot Air Balloon! She used paints and 

card, string, cotton wool and glue to make a lovely collage. She loved 

gluing on the cotton wool to make the clouds in the sky –even if it was 

very sticky! 

Katie won first prize in her category (U7 years). 

Billy Harty [First Class] thought about what his favourite activity is –

horse riding! Billy also loves books about horses and dreams of becom-

ing a cowboy. He decided to draw himself riding his horse, dressed up 

as a cowboy. He even included a bandana and a lasoo! Billy used paint, 

crayons, fabric, paper, string, glue and ‘googly’ eyes to make his pic-

ture. 

Billy won first prize in his category (8-11 years). 

Congratulations to both of our brilliant artists! 

The world is but a canvas for our imagination. (Henry David Thoreau) 

Life in 4th Class 
Christmas is almost upon us and it provides me with an opportunity to reflect on the work covered and activities 
enjoyed by the children of 4th Class. Firstly, I’d like to commend them for being such a great group every day in 
school. They are always eager to participate and learn. There is a lovely atmosphere in the classroom, the children 
have been very engaging and creative and we have had plenty of fun too along the way! 
 
We have worked very hard on our core subjects of Gaeilge, English and Maths. The children are really brushing 
up on their Gaeilge verbs, mastering their free writing skills in English and meeting some challenging Maths head 
on – particularly fractions. I am very pleased with their progress thus far. Maith sibhse! 
Some areas of study in History, Geography and Science were The Space Race, The USSR, History of the GAA, 
Irish Myths and Legends, Schools in the Past, The Water Cycle/Water Treatment, The Rock Cycle, The Respirato-
ry System, Irish Flora and Fauna, Science of Light. We also enjoyed some ‘webinars’ for Maths Week and Sci-
ence Week, learned about coding, meteorology, native bat species, clean coasts (think before you flush!) and Hal-
loween customs around the world. We have also worked on Minecraft Education Edition and will be ‘building’ in 
2022! 
 
4th Class are a very active bunch and readily jump into action for P.E. and sports. Recent highlights have been our 
tag rugby sessions, which have been very competitive and enjoyable. Weekly hurling coaching is also met with 
great enthusiasm. A highlight of the calendar to date was our Football Blitz in the school field. It was so nice to 
see the children out in the fresh air giving their all and it was a reminder of more ‘normal’ times. Let’s hope for 
more in 2022. 
 
Lastly, I’d like to wish you all a 
happy and peaceful Christmas. I 
am looking forward to 2022 and 
all the activities and opportunities 
that lie ahead for 4th Class. They 
are doing their families proud 
every day in class and have been 
a pleasure to teach. Looking for-
ward to fun times ahead for 4th, 
it’s only half time! 
Best wishes, 
Mr. Morgan. 
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