Spa National School
School News / Updates

November 2021

Dear Parent (s),
Welcome back! I hope that you and your families enjoyed the Halloween break. Many thanks
again to everyone who dressed up on our recent ‘Halloween Dress Up Day’. They all looked
really great and made it a day to remember. Please find listed below some school news, updates and reminders. I hope that you can take a few moments to read through them.
Kind Regards,
Peter Linehan
Fón: 066 – 7136618

E mail: principal@spanationalschool.ie

A Busy Summer!
The Board of Management was delighted to be able to grant its approval for the resurfacing of the junior play yard in the school over the
summer. The works were completed in August just in time for the return to school and everyone is delighted with the finished job, a cleaner and safer playing surface for all of our students. The entrance and
pathway in to the newly acquired land on the southern side of the
school grounds has also been laid. The B.O.M. is hopeful that the new
boundary fence will be erected as quickly as possible and the school
will be in a better position to make the new site its own in the months
ahead.

Thank you Pádraig!
Many thanks to our fantastic caretaker Pádraig Walsh for all of his
hard work on the school building and grounds over the summer.
Pádraig was a busy man and he cleared a huge load of maintenance
work all over the school as well as painting jobs and overseeing other
works on site. Many thanks for all of your efforts Pádraig!

Ní neart go cur le chéile!

Web site: www.spanationalschool.ie

Fáilte go dtí Scoil
Náisiúnta an Spá!
I’m sure you will join me in welcoming Mr. Conor Walsh and Mrs. Rebecca Ryan Griffin to the Spa N.S.
team!

Mr. Walsh takes up a fixed term
teaching position in the school this
year and Mrs. Ryan Griffin begins in
her new role as school secretary in
mid September. We welcome them
warmly to the staff and wish them
well in their new posts.

Special welcome too to our new class
of junior infants and to all of the students who joined classes higher up
the school this August.
Warm welcome to you all!

Road Safety
The B.O.M. would like to remind all parents/
guardians of the following safety rules around the
dropping off of pupils before school and collection
of pupils after school.
1. The Board is not responsible for the health and safety of any
child once they leave the school grounds.
2. Please do not park vehicles in the designated space to the right side
of the school gate. This space has been specifically reserved for a family to aid them with the drop-off/collection of their children.
3. Please do not block the entrances to the school car parks or the
entrance to the Ryle family home.
4. The space at the front of the school should be used as a drop off
area only. This space is for parents who wish to pull in, allow their
children to step out of the car and enter the school and then pull out
again. We ask all parents to move your car away from the drop off
area as soon as possible and ensure a free flow of traffic.
5. The Board would prefer if parents didn’t park alongside the old
building on the Fenit side of the school as this is the narrowest
stretch of road and parking here will cause a serious bottle neck at
opening and closing time.
6. Please do not double park outside the school.
7. Please do not park on the opposite side of the road.
8. Please do not attempt to turn your car in the vicinity of the school.
9. If your child/children are being dropped or collected by a child
minder /grandparents or others please notify the school and inform them of these guidelines.
10. We ask these parents to remind their children to be on their
best behaviour as they exit the school and as they walk to their
pick up point.
The Board hopes that if everyone can respect the guidelines listed
above, we will all have a safer school environment at these crucial
times and help to minimise the possibility of an accident.

2022 Enrolment & Admissions
The Board of Management of Spa N.S.
is currently liaising with our patron’s
office (St Senan’s Education Office) in
Limerick and reviewing the school admissions policy with them. When this
review is completed , the intake numbers decided upon and the new policy
ratified, the board will open the admission window for intake for the junior infant class of
September 2022. If you have a child (or know someone
who has a child) for enrolment, you/they are welcome
to contact us here in the school and we will log their
contact details. Please note however, that formal applications will not be taken until this process mentioned
above has been completed and the admissions window
is formally opened. We will notify everyone when this
window is officially opened. If you have any further queries on this, please contact the school office.

Covid 19 Protocols
Many thanks again to
everyone for their cooperation with the
school’s Covid 19 response protocols. I
would ask everyone to continue to
adhere to the suggested protocols
over the next few weeks and make
Spa N.S. as safe as we can.
Remember
• Limit unnecessary social interactions.
• All adults to wear face masks on
school grounds.
• Practise safe Social Distancing
• Regular hand washing & hand sanitising.
• Practise good cough etiquette
• If unwell, & unsure, please stay at
home!
Thank you!
Punctuality!
Thanks to everyone for their cooperation with being on time in the morning. Please keep this up over the next
few weeks. We don’t want to stress
any of our students unnecessarily but
please remember that anyone arriving after 8.50 a.m. in the morning
will have to enter
through main door
(all the other doors
will be closed) and
be signed in.

Communion & Confirmation 2022
These dates have been given to Spa N.S. for the hosting of the sacraments next year.
Confirmation: To be confirmed
First Holy Communion: May 14th 2022 @ 11 a.m.
Health / Administration of Medicines:
If your child needs to bring an inhaler/
medication with him/her to school every
day, you do need to notify the class teacher or ring the school secretary as soon as
possible. Your co operation in this would
be very much appreciated.
Booklists 2021/2022: Thank you to everyone who has

paid the ‘booklist essential cost’ for their child(ren) since
August’ This support really helps towards the cost of photocopying, art supplies & insurance cover etc for every
child. It’s not like the ‘voluntary contribution’ as employed in other schools. Thanks for your support with this!

Healthy Lunches
In an effort to provide students with the healthiest environment we can and to adhere to the Nutrition Policy in Spa National School we are encouraging you to continue to provide healthy lunches for your child.
Include a wide variety of food- carbohydrates, protein and dairy such as cereals,
pasta, rice, yogurts and breads such as pitta bread, bagels, wholemeal rolls, wraps
etc. Please include a piece of fruit/vegetable in your child’s lunch box as first break
is a ‘Fruit and Veggie break.’ Fluids are important for your child also with milk and
water considered the best options.
The following foods are discouraged.
Fizzy drinks, sports drinks and Capri-suns because of the high sugar content
Chewing gum because they represent a litter problem
Chocolate, biscuits, sweets, lollipops, and crisps because they are on the top shelf of the food pyramid
Nutella because it is high in sugar and saturated fat
Pastries because of the high fat content
Fruit winders and frubes because they are high in sugar
Smoothies (except home made ones) - because they contain a lot of sugar and it is better to eat the
fruit rather than to drink it.
Popcorn is not allowed as it deemed to be a choking hazard.
Parents should inform teachers if their child has a specific dietary concern. Swapping of food is not allowed with
Covid 19 restrictions and some students in different classes have specific food allergies.
We ask for your co-operation in keeping to the guidelines given. The benefits will be seen in the children’s
health, fitness and concentration level.
Pedestrian Crossing?
You might be aware that Spa N.S. has over the past few months been working very closely
with a number of parents to lobby Kerry County Council to provide a pedestrian crossing at
the school. These parents have worked extremely hard at highlighting the safety issues at present. We are all very conscious of the speed at which some of the passing traffic is moving at
and we hope that such a crossing would help slow traffic and allow for easier and safer crossing of the road at all times. We have had a number of meetings with K.C.C. Plans have been
drawn up and agreed. Boyle Brothers Construction Company has also very kindly agreed to
finance the project. K.C.C. has now put the project out for public consultation. We will be monitoring the situation closely, but hopefully this project should / will get the ’go ahead’ and could be completed in early February.
Thanks to everyone who has supported this worthwhile project.
Spa N.S. School Crest
A parent asked recently about the school crest
and I’m conscious that many of you may never
have looked closely at it? Here is a bit of background information on it. The crest was redesigned by the students in 2013. There are four
symbols in each of the circular quarters.
•
The sea/fish to recognise our location on the shores of Tralee Bay.
•
The book to acknowledge the lifelong love of learning we aspire
to in the school.
•
The candle to symbolise the light of Jesus Christ and the school’s
Catholic Ethos
•
The ball to highlight the importance of a healthy lifestyle and our
love of participation in sporting activities.
•
At the centre lies the heart and a handshake which reminds of the
values we wish to promote in our school community
•
Love, Equality, Friendship, Respect and kindness
Of course, our school motto is

“Ní neart go cur le chéile” (Strength in Unity!)

Home / School
Communication
If you ever have a
specific question or
worry about your
child and their progress your first action
should always be to contact the relevant teacher.
You can do this by
• Sending an e mail to the teacher’s
school email address.
• Contacting the school office and we
will get the message to them.
Please understand that phone calls
during teaching time will be discouraged.
If you have any general school query,
please do not hesitate to contact or
email the school office.

•
•
•
•
•
•

A few more updates and reminders.
Coats & Hats: With the weather getting much colder and wetter, every student should really have a coat and hat coming to school with them.
Pre Christmas Activities: School Management will be monitoring the
D.E.S. guidelines closely to see what activities might and might not be possible in the run up to Christmas.
Aladdin 1: If you are not properly signed up to Aladdin, please do so a.s.a.p. All official school communications will be sent out via Aladdin. If you are having difficulties with this, please contact the school office.
Aladdin 2: I would ask all parents to check their profiles on Aladdin and ensure that the school has the correct contact and emergency numbers, address and eircode listed for your family.
Aladdin 3: If your child is absent for any reason, you can account and explain this by using the attendance
feature on Aladdin app on your phone.
Parents Association: Thanks to Liz Lange, Bairbre Reen and Noreen Lovett who were elected as officers
last year and have provided such great support. The P.A. will be hosting another ’remote’ meeting in the
weeks ahead. I would encourage all parents to ‘log on’ on the evening and to get involved.

Digital Learning Plan: Spa
N.S. will be introducing all of
our students to ‘digital portfolios’ this year. A lot of work
has been done in recent years
with the introduction of digital
technologies like Google for Education, Zoom and
Seesaw in different classes. All students from 3rd to
6th class will be fully signed up to IXL Maths & English again this year. 2nd to 6th classes are also signed
up to the digital programme Spellings for me! These
programmes allow students to practise key areas in
numeracy and literacy independently, to revise &
learn for themselves. One area which we hope to expand upon this year is the introduction of digital portfolios. Students from Junior Infants to 1st will use
Seesaw whilst students from 2nd to 6th will use
Google Classroom and Google Drive for the collection and storage of different work samples every
month. We hope that this approach
will help students to reflect on and
chart their progress in different subject areas as they move up the school.

School Self Evaluation 2021-22
As part of our 2021/2022 school
self evaluation project this year, all
classes are focussing on Cómhra
Neamhfhoirmiúil (conversational
Irish). Each student from 1st to 6th
class has been given a school designed booklet “Gaeilge Gach Lá!” , a simple booklet
with lots of different phrases students can use in their
daily interactions. Parents can really help by encouraging your child to share the ’eiseamláirí’ or conversational phrases they are working on in class with you and
practise the phrases with them in a positive and fun way
at home. (The effort and attitude matters, making mistakes doesn’t!). We will also have our Gaeilgeoirí na
Seachtaine awards for the students who are putting in a top
effort. The weekly certificates
and homework passes are a
big hit! So Déanaigí bhur
ndícheall! ( Do your best!)
agus ‘Scaoil amach í’! (Let it
out!

School Uniform & Personal Appearance.
The B.O.M. recently ratified a reviewed and updated
School Uniform & Personal Appearance policy for all
students in Spa N.S. The policy reiterates the choice
each student has in choosing between wearing the formal
uniform and tracksuit option. It also explains how /where
items can be sourced / purchased. Other summary points
for all students (both male and female) in this policy are
as follows.
•
Full black shoes/runners should be worn at all
times.
•
Long hair should be tied up by all students.
•
No unconventional hair cuts are permitted.
•
Only stud or sleeper earrings are allowed. No other jewellery
(except watches) are permitted.
•
No nail varnish, fake nails or make up is allowed.
The BOM would expect that all families will respect and adhere to the
guidelines outlined in the policy. The full policy will be available upon
request from the school office and on the school website.

B.O.M. At its most recent meeting on
October 14th 2021, the board completed reviews and ratified updated policies in the following areas.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Child Protection
Health & Safety
Code of Behaviour & Addendum
for Covid 19
Fire Drill & Evacuation Policy
Substance Usage
Protected Disclosures
S.P.H.E. Policy
Stay Safe Policy
R.S.E. Policy
Healthy Lunches Policy
Uniform & Personal Appearance

Homework.

All of these are available upon request in
the school office.

Spa N.S. Green Schools Class Representatives 2021-2022

Spa N.S. will be working towards
the school’s 5th Green Flag this
year. Every student/class will be
involved and the theme for this
flag is Biodiversity. The Class
reps will help to drive our action
plan under the guidance of Mrs
Linehan and Ms Ahern during the
year. Best of luck to everyone involved!

Spa Super Scientists!
Congratulations to Mrs Behan and
her Science team who earned another Discover Science Award last
June!

Spa N.S. Student Council 21/22
Best of luck to our newly elected
Student Council for next year

Spa’s Halloween Dress Up Party! Well done to everyone who made it a
very spooky day in Spa N.S.

