
Spa National School                                        November 2022 

                                School News / Updates    
Dear Parent (s),  
I hope that you and your families are well and looking forward to a very special Halloween break. 

Many thanks to all of the staff here in Spa N.S who have worked so hard to make this half term such a 

successful one. Thanks too to our super students who have been so good all through and provided us 

with lots of energy and fun. Thank you, our parents also for all of your support and cooperation since 

we returned in late August. It’s always very much appreciated. Well done Team Spa! Please find listed below some school 

news, updates and reminders. I hope that you can take a few moments to read through them. Kind regards,                                                                                                                

Peter Linehan 

 New Pedestrian Crossing at Spa N.S.  
I’m sure that everyone was de-
lighted to finally see the long 
awaited installation of a new pe-
destrian crossing at Spa N.S. The 
school and residents of The Vil-
lage Green have been actively lob-
bying Kerry County Council for 
the completion of this project over 
the past few years. Huge credit 
must go to Mr. Alan Boyle of 
Boyle Bros Ltd for his sponsor-
ship of the crossing and his will-
ingness to ovesee the completion 
of the project. Hopefully the cross-
ing now provides greater safety 
and independence to families at 
morning drop off and evening col-
lection time. It will also act as an 
important reminder to all motorists 
to slow down whilst travelling through the village. The Board of Man-
agement would like to thank all those who actively supported this im-
portant development at the school. 

Spa N.S. receives Additional Accommodation  
Funding.  

This October, the Board of 
Management of Spa N.S. 
was delighted to receive the 
news of a devolved grant 
from the Dept of Education 
for the construction of a new 
classroom and two special 

education rooms on the school site. The board had ap-
plied for funding for the extra accommodation last May 
after changes to the national staffing schedule designat-
ed Spa N.S as a 9 mainstream class school. The D.E. 
had made an initial offer of modular accommodation to 
cover the new  requirements. However, the board im-
mediately appealed this and insisted that the approach 
was the permanent construction of the new rooms. Spa 
N.S. will now appoint a design team, apply for planning 
permission and then oversee tenders before the con-
struction of the rooms can begin in 2023.   

Fáilte go dtí Scoil  

Náisiúnta an Spá! 
I’m sure you will join me in welcom-
ing the following to the Spa N.S. 
team!  
 
Ms. Niamh Murphy who is covering 
for Ms Ahern at present 
 
Ms Aoife O Sullivan who is covering 
for Ms Kelly’s maternity leave   
 
Ms. Elaine Kelliher who is covering 
for Ms. Donoghue’s maternity leave. 
 
Mr. Conor Walsh who is completing 
a job share arrangement with Ms 
Burke in 5th class this year. 
 
Ms. Moira Murphy who is a visiting 
SEN support this year 
 
Ms. Caoimhe Geraghty who is a vis-
iting SEN support this year. 
         Fáilte romhaibh go léir!   
 

Fón: 066 – 7136618                                        E mail: principal@spanationalschool.ie       Web site: www.spanationalschool.ie 

 

Ní neart go cur le chéile! 

Successful Summer Works at  
Spa National School  

Next month will see the completion of a successful 
summer works project at Spa N.S. In 2020 the 
school received funding and a new boiler was in-
stalled in the school. Earlier this year the board suc-
ceeded in securing more funding for completing the 
installation of a new heating distribution system 
throughout the school. Therefore, over the summer 
all of the existing radiators 
and plumbing pipework were 
replaced. Local company, 
Platinum Engineering over-
saw the works over the last 
few months. We now look 
forward to a more efficient 
heating system operating in 
the school.         

mailto:info@spanationalschool.ie
http://www.spanationalschool.ie


                Healthy Lunches  

In an effort to provide students with the healthiest environment we can and to ad-

here to the Nutrition Policy in Spa National School we are encouraging you to con-

tinue to provide healthy lunches for your child. 

Include a wide variety of food- carbohydrates, protein and dairy such as cereals, 

pasta, rice, yogurts and breads such as pitta bread, bagels, wholemeal rolls, wraps 

etc. Please include a piece of fruit/vegetable in your child’s lunch box as first break 

is a ‘Fruit and Veggie break.’ Fluids are important for your child also with milk and 

water considered the best options. 

 The following foods are discouraged. 
Fizzy drinks, sports drinks and Capri-suns because of the high sugar content 
Chewing gum because they represent a litter problem 
Chocolate, biscuits, sweets, lollipops, and crisps because they are on the top shelf of the food pyra-

mid 
Nutella because it is high in sugar and saturated fat 
Pastries because of the high fat content 
Fruit winders and frubes because they are high in sugar 
Smoothies (except home made ones) - because they contain a lot of sugar and it is better to eat the 

fruit rather than to drink it. 
Popcorn is not allowed as it deemed to be a choking hazard.               

 
Parents should inform teachers if their child has a specific dietary concern. Swapping of food is discouraged as 
some students in different classes have specific food allergies. 
We ask for your co-operation in keeping to the guidelines given. The benefits will be seen in the children’s 
health, fitness and concentration level. 

Spa N.S. School Crest  
A parent asked recently about the school crest and I’m conscious that many of you may 
never have looked closely at it? Here is a bit of background information on it. The crest 
was redesigned by the students in 2013.  There are four symbols in each of the circular 
quarters.  
• The sea/fish to recognise our location on the shores 
of Tralee Bay. 

• The book to acknowledge the  lifelong love of learning we aspire to in the 
school.  

• The candle to symbolise the light of Jesus Christ and the school’s Catholic 
Ethos 

• The ball to highlight the importance of a healthy lifestyle and our love of  
participation in sporting activities.  

• At the centre lies the heart and a handshake which reminds of the values we 
wish to promote in our school community Love, Equality, Friendship, Respect and kindness 

Of course, our school motto is “Ní neart go cur le chéile”    (Strength in Unity!) 

                             Spa N.S.’s Biodiversity Garden 
Spa N.S. will be a busy place over the next few months as the school 
community begins the process of designing and developing their new  
Biodiversity Garden. Following on from the school’s success in the  
Applegreen National ‘Bio Dive’ competition last June, the school 

will have a prize fund 
of €10,000 to draw on 
for developing the new 
facility. In September, 
the student council 
hosted a design compe-
tition and asked the students to come up with their own ideas of 
what the new garden should include and should look like. We got a 
fantastic response and a huge amount of entries. All of these ideas 
are now being considered as the final plan is being completed. We 
then hope to get everyone down to work as soon as possible and 
creating something special for everyone to enjoy.     



2023 Enrolment & Admissions 
The Board of Management of Spa N.S. is currently liaising with our patron’s office (St 
Senan’s Education Office) in Limerick and reviewing the school admissions policy with 
them. When this review is completed , the intake numbers decided upon and the new policy 
ratified, the board will open the admission window for intake for the junior infant class(es) 
of September 2023. If you have a child (or know someone who has a child) for enrolment, 
you/they are welcome to contact us here in the school and we will log their contact details. 
Please note however, that formal applications will not be taken until this process mentioned 

above has been completed and the admissions window is formally opened. We will notify everyone when 
this window is officially opened.  If you have any further queries on this, please contact the school office.        

            Road Safety 
 The B.O.M. would like to remind all parents/
guardians of the following safety rules around the 
dropping off of pupils before school and collection 
of pupils after school.  
1.  The Board is not responsible for the health and safety of any 
child once they leave the school grounds.  

2. Please do not park vehicles in the designated space to the right 
side of the school gate. This space has been specifically reserved for 
a family to aid them with the drop-off/collection of their children. 

3. Please do not block the entrances to the school car parks or the 
entrance to the Ryle family home.  

4. The space at the front of the school should be used as a drop off 
area only. This space is for parents who wish to pull in, allow their 
children to step out of the car and enter the school and then pull out 
again. We ask all parents to move your car away from the drop 
off area as soon as possible and ensure a free flow of traffic.  

5. The Board would prefer if parents didn’t park alongside the old 
building on the Fenit side of the school as this is the narrowest 
stretch of road and parking here will cause a serious bottle neck at 
opening and closing time.  

6. Please do not double park outside the school. 
7. Please do not park on the opposite side of the road. 
8. Please do not attempt to turn your car in the vicinity of the school. 
9. If your child/children are being dropped or collected by a child 
minder /grandparents or others please notify the school and in-
form them of these guidelines. 

10. We ask these parents to remind their children to be on their 
best behaviour as they exit the school and as they walk to their 
pick up point. 

 
The Board hopes that if everyone can respect the guidelines listed 
above, we will all have a safer school environment at these crucial 
times and help to minimise the possibility of an accident. 

Punctuality!  
Thanks to every-
one for their coop-
eration with being 
on time in the 
morning. Please 
keep this up over 
the next few weeks. We don’t want 
to stress any of our students unnec-
essarily but please remember that 
anyone arriving after 8.50 a.m. in 
the morning will have to enter 
through main door (all the other 
doors will be closed) and be signed 
in. 

Communion & Confirmation 
2023. These dates have been given to 
Spa N.S. for the hosting of the sacraments 
next year.  

Confirmation: March 16th 2023 
@3.30p .m.  
First Holy Communion: May 6th 
2023 @ 11 a.m.    

Health / Administration of Medicines:  
If your child needs to bring an inhaler/medication with him/her to school every day, you do need 
to notify the class teacher or ring the school secretary as soon as possible. Your co operation in 
this would be very much appreciated.  

Booklists 2022/2023:  Thank you 
to everyone who has  paid the 
‘booklist essential cost’ for their child
(ren) since August’ This support real-
ly helps towards the cost of photocop-
ying, art supplies & insurance cover 
etc for every child. It’s not like the 
‘voluntary contribution’ as employed 
in other schools. Thanks for your sup-

port with this! 

                                                Home / School Communication 
If you ever have a specific question or worry about your child and their progress your first 
action should always be to contact the relevant teacher.  
You can do this by 
• Sending an e mail to the teacher’s school email address. 
• Contacting the school office and we will get the message to them. 
               Please understand that phone calls during teaching time will be discouraged.  

If you have any general school query, please do not hesitate to contact or email the school office.    



Spa N.S. Health & Wellbeing Day 30-09-2022 

   

 Spa N.S. held a very successful 
‘Health & Wellbeing Day’ on Fri-
day, Sept. 30th 2022. Everyone 
enjoyed a wide variety of activities 
to promote health & wellbeing and 
friendship. At the end of the day, 
the 6th class students scored an 
exciting win over the teachers in 
the 2022 Staff v Students Chal-
lenge! Well done everyone!      

 

  

 

 

Spa’s Football Blitz September 2022! Well done to everyone who made it a great day out! 



               A few more updates and reminders. 
• Coats & Hats: With the weather getting much colder and wetter, every stu-

dent should really have a coat and hat coming to school with them. 
• Pre Christmas Activities: After Mid term, school Management will be ad-

vise on what activities might and might not be possible in the run up to Christmas. 
• Aladdin 1: If you are not properly signed up to Aladdin, please do so a.s.a.p. All official school communi-

cations will be sent out via Aladdin. If you are having difficulties with this, please contact the school office.  
• Aladdin 2: I would ask all parents to check their profiles on Aladdin and ensure that the school has the cor-

rect contact and emergency numbers, address and eircode listed for your family. 
• Aladdin 3: If your child is absent for any reason, you can account and explain this by using the attendance 

feature on Aladdin app on your phone. 
• Parents Association: The Parents Association will begin hosting meetings after the mid term and are al-

ways looking for new parents and families to get involved. I would encourage all parents to come along to 
these meetings, to show your support and get involved at a suitable level. If you’d like to know more about 
the work of the P/A you can contact the school anyway.      

Digital Learning Plan:  
Spa N.S. will be introducing 
all of our students to ‘digital 
portfolios’ this year. A lot of 
work has been done in recent 
years with the introduction of  

digital technologies like Google for Education, Zoom 
and Seesaw in different classes. 2nd to 6th classes are 
also signed up to the digital programme Spellings for 
me! Next month, students from 3rd to 6th will start 
using the Accelerated Reader programme. These pro-
grammes allow students to practise key areas in 
spelling and literacy independently, to revise & learn 
for themselves. One area which we hope to expand 
upon this year again is the introduction of digital port-
folios. Students from Junior Infants to 2nd  will use 
Seesaw whilst students from 3rd to 
6th will use Google Classroom and 
Google Drive for the collection and 
storage of different work samples 
every month. We hope that this ap-
proach will help students to reflect 
on and chart their progress in differ-
ent subject areas as they move up the school.      

School Uniform & Personal Appearance. 
The B.O.M. recently ratified a reviewed 
and updated School Uniform & Personal 
Appearance policy for all students in Spa 
N.S. The policy reiterates the choice 
each student has in choosing between 
wearing the formal uniform and tracksuit 
option. It also explains how /where items 
can be sourced / purchased. Other sum-
mary points for all students (both male 
and female) in this policy are as follows. 
• Full black shoes/runners should be 

worn at all times. 
• Long hair should be tied up by all students. 
• No unconventional hair cuts are permitted. 
• Only stud or sleeper earrings are allowed. No other 

jewellery (except watches) are permitted. 
• No nail varnish, fake nails or make up is allowed.  
The BOM would expect that all families will respect and 
adhere to the guidelines outlined in the policy. The full 
policy will be available upon request from the school 
office and on the school website.            

                                                     Welcome to our two Junior Infant Classes! 

                                                       They are simply the best!  



Spa N.S. “Out and about” in Autumn  2022 
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Spa N.S. celebrates Maths Week 2022 

   

 Well done to all of the 
staff and students who 
worked so hard  
together and enjoyed a 
really active Maths 
week in Spa National 
School.  

 

  

 

 

Spa N.S.  
Picture Parade 



Happy Halloween from 
everyone in Spa N.S!  

 

 
  

 
v 

   

  


