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Message from the Newsletter Team! 
Fáilte chuig nuachtlitir Scoil Náisiúnta an Spá don Sam-
hradh 2022! 
Welcome readers to Spa National School’s newsletter 
for Summer 2022. Over the past few weeks everyone 
has helped to gather details of the news and events that 
happened in Spa N.S. this year. We drafted and redraft-
ed news stories, collected pictures and then designed 
and put together the newsletter. It was a lot of hard 
work but we hope that it gives you an idea of some of 
the work that happens in our school. Thanks to all of the 
teachers for their cooperation when researching the sto-
ries! Enjoy the read and have a really great Summer! 

Pedestrian Crossing  
We are delighted to report that we 
have been notified that work on 
the proposed pedestrian crossing 
at the front of the school will start 

in July. Great credit is due to 
Boyle Bros who agreed to finance 
and complete the construction of 

the pedestrian crossing.   

Note from the Principal, Mr Peter Linehan  
  

A Chairde,  
 

Helping to put together the school newsletter is concrete 
confirmation that Spa N.S. is one very busy school. 
This year in an attempt to jog everyone’s memory of the 
wide variety of activities that happened since Christ-
mas, we decided to include as many photographs as 
possible. We had so many, that it was impossible to in-
clude them all. But we hope that we have been fair to 
every class and reflected the really great work that has 
happened in each room and across the school.  
 
The pictures also hopefully show that after two years of 
Covid 19 restrictions, our staff and students finally got 
to return to so many of the wonderful initiatives, activi-
ties and events that they loved in the past and they got 
to represent their school again on many different occa-
sions. They did this with great pride and dignity.  
 
So, as we approach the Summer break, I would like to 
again sincerely thank you all for your understanding, 
cooperation and support over the past few months.  
 
Thanks to Vera Tierney and the Board of Management 
for their constant support in another incredibly busy 
year. They were always available to support and share 
their wisdom and their time. 
 
Thanks too to our super Parent’s Association who were 
always on hand to support and to contribute to the work 
and spirit of the school.      
 
I want to say a special thanks to all of our hard working, 
enthusiastic and diligent staff. I cannot thank them 
enough for the cooperation and understanding they 
showed as we implemented the new necessary proce-
dures and protocols. I thank them too for the wonderful 
care that they gave to our students and for the super 
standards that they set in their work on a daily basis. 
Their support was vital in this team effort and I sincere-
ly hope that they enjoy their well deserved break. 
 
I also need to thank all of our fantastic students who 
were and are the ‘heartbeat’ of our school. Thanks to 
them for their positive energy, infectious enthusiasm 
and their willingness to do their very best at all times. 
We are very proud of them.      
 
 

Finally I would like to wish you all, the members of the 
Spa N.S. family a very happy, healthy and safe Sum-
mer! 
 
Kind Regards! 
 

Peter Linehan 



  

  

   

Gaeilgeoirí na Seachtaine! First Class support Team Hope  

4th Class Beach Clean Up!   Supporting Spa Tidy Villages Group  

Science Award 2022!  First Holy Communion 2022 

4th Class visit the Forge Spa N.S. supporting Ukraine! 

  



  

  

  

4th Class sing a lovely local song! 3rd class play Amhrán na bhfiann 

5th Class discuss the E.U. Delicious European Delights in 6th class 

Receiving their J.E.P. ‘Name Frames’   Meeting our Student Council 

 A wet and windy Monday! 

 

Spa N.S. welcomes Minister 
Norma Foley and Polish Am-

bassador to Ireland Anna  
Sochanska on Monday May 

9th 2022  



 
Junior Infants News 

As the school year draws to a close it is hard to sum up all 
the fun that we had in Junior Infants this year. After 
Christmas the Juniors took off with their reading and 
writing but our playful learning continued and there were 
many highlights. 
During our Aistear time we explored many new themes 
such as the Space Station, the Vet, the Garda Station, and 
the Supermarket. In February our class Post Office 
opened in our roleplay area.  The children wrote post-
cards to themselves and posted them home. Thanks to the 
kindness of parents the class received letters and post-
cards from home and abroad which led us to look up and 
discuss lots of places on Google maps. The Post Office 
was an enormous success in Junior Infants. 

6th Class News 
Sixth class enjoyed a very exciting, busy and fulfilled 
year. September was spent getting familiar with new 
routines and expectations but it was also no home-
work month to the delight of students and teachers. 
Dancing to the song  Thriller was a highlight of Oc-
tober and all the class showed their dance moves in  
the Astro turf to the Senior classes in the school. We 
also started playing volleyball in October. We trained 
once a week with Mr Linehan as our coach and slow-
ly started improving the basics such as setting the 
ball into the air and then spiking it over the net. We 
continued training hard each week throughout Octo-
ber, November, December and January. On the 3rd 
of March we all got on the bus and travelled over to 
Killarney to compete in the county finals. We 
achieved an amazing result as three out of our 5 
teams had qualified for the All-Ireland finals which 
were held in UL in Limerick on the 21st of March. It 
was one of our girls teams, one of our boys teams 
and one of our mixed teams that had qualified. With 
only a few weeks to go until the All Irelands we 
started training 2 or 3 times a week learning new 
serves and spikes.  On the morning of the 21st of 
March, we left for Limerick at 7am and arrived in 
UL. All the teams did well  with the mixed team win-
ning their group, the boys coming 4th and the girls 
coming 4th. Unfortunately, both the boys team and 
the girls team were knocked out in the semi-finals 
but the mixed team won their semi final and moved 
on to the All Ireland Final. It was an extremely close 
final. It was point for point for the entire game but 
the mixed ended up winning 25-19.  Debating was 
also a huge highlight for 6th class. We were crowned 
county champions In February and reached the All 
Ireland semi final where we were narrowly beaten by 
Scoil Francis Xavier in Dublin.   Debating has given 
the senior students in Spa N.S the chance to think 
about and discuss some of the most important issues 
facing our world today-- issues such as climate 
change, sustainability,  Education, poverty, child la-
bour and much more. In May we had a very memora-
ble trip to Knock to celebrate a mass in honor of 
Dónal Walsh. We thoroughly enjoyed walking 
around the stalls, buying rosary beads and other sou-
venirs for our families and visiting the Dónal Walsh 
room. We laughed and sang on the bus all the way 
home. In June we got our hoodies and  started to pre-
pare for our graduation ceremony which we celebrat-
ed on the 20th of June in Churchill Chuch. Afterwards 
we enjoyed pizza outdoors and even had a graduation 
cake. We had a wonderful final few weeks in Spa 
N.S with a trip to Ardfert Quarry thanks to Luke’s 
dad,  Sports Day and a trip to Splashworld in Cas-
tlegregory.  Oh the memories we have of Spa Nation-
al school which are all contained in our fabulous 
Yearbook 2022 which we will treasure forever. 

5th Class News 
We have been very busy in 5th class in terms 2 and 3. 
These are some of highlights for me: 

At the start of term 2 we began our JEP project. We 
decided to make Spa’s Name Frames. We had our 
Showcase Day on the 18th on May where every-
one got their frame. We sold over 320 in total! I 
really enjoyed the whole JEP project experience. 

We also had our Europe Day celebration where we 
got to show all of the classes, the Polish Ambas-
sador to Ireland and Minister Norma Foley our 
projects on some of the EU countries and about 
the constitutions of the EU. This was very inter-
esting because I learned a lot about the EU. 

On the 29th of May we had the Donal Walsh Day. 
There was the 6km run/walk organised and there 
were lots of games and food. Me, Mark and An-
drew competed in the rocket launch. We came 
first in our class and we got a € gift card for 
O’Mahoney’s bookshop. It was really exciting 
because it was the first one we had since Covid-
19. 

On the 14th of June we did a 22km cycle with 6th 
class. We went to Fenit and went to Mike’s and 
Gala and we played in the playground. I loved the 
cycling the most of all that day. 

The next day we had our school tour at Splash Sports 
where we did surfing, kayaking and other water 
activities on a trampoline. Then we went to the 
Forge Wood Pizza and went to Spar in Cas-
tlegregory. That was one of my favourite school 
tours! 

I’ve had a great year in 5th class and I can’t wait to go into 
6th class in September! 
Conor Finn 

Best of luck to the class of 2022 in their 
secondary schools next year! 
                                5th Class fun in Fenit  



  

  

  

World Down Syndrome Day   ‘Kindness’ Awards 2022 

Spa N.S. Debate Team 2022 5th & 6th Class Cycle 

Credit Union Art success 2021/22 Credit Union Art success 2021/22 

 Remember who came at Christmas? 2nd Class cooking up a storm! 

  



  

  

  

Getting ready to garden! Spa N.S. Bio Dive Winners 2022 

Checking for bugs with Éanna! Our new Bio Dive friend! 

Spa N.S. scoops first prize in the Applegreen ‘Bio Dive’ competition 2022! 

June 8th was a very exciting day today in Spa N.S. with the formal announcement that Spa N.S. was the National Winner of 
the 2022 'Bio Dive' competition hosted by Applegreen. We were delighted to welcome members from Applegreen's head of-
fice and well known Irish biologist and television presenter, Éanna Ní Lamhna to the school to make the formal announce-
ment.  We were also thrilled that Éanna  was also able to visit each class and talk to the students about wild life and the im-
portance of biodiversity today.  Our visitors were most impressed by the lovely warm welcome they received and the wonder-
ful interest and knowledge displayed by the students. In scooping first prize, Spa N.S.  has won a Bio Diversity Garden worth 
€10,000. Over the next few months, we hope to gather as many ideas from the students, staff, parents and wider school com-
munity and also work with the experts in the Biodiversity in schools group  to come up with a suitable design. Then we can 
look forward to developing those plans and creating something special for everyone to enjoy. So lots to look forward to in the 
months ahead! Many thanks all of our students who were so good at making the effort to collect all of the stickers needed in 
the competition, all of the staff who encouraged the students to keep up the momentum with the collecting and for also using 
the stickers so positively in their classwork projects. 



          Gardening Fun! 

4th Class News 
  We have had a very busy run up to Summer Holidays in 4th Class. The children have been a pleasure to teach and 
I wish them all the very best next year in 5th class.  
Here is just a sample of the highlights from 4th class, across the various subjects and activities, as chosen by the 
children themselves. 
• In English, the children thoroughly enjoyed free writing, poetry, designing comic strips, persuasive writing/

posters, reading the class novel ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ and a ‘Book Survey’ for the senior end of the school. 
• In Gaeilge, we learned to write our news from the weekend and weather forecasts and enjoyed playing our 

verbs and vocabulary oral language games. 
• In History, we learned a lot about the Ancient Egyptians, the Ancient Romans, the History of the GAA, 

Schools in the Past and The Soviet Union. We also had a very enjoyable field-trip to Churchill Forge. 
• In Geography, as well as exploring our native land, the children enjoyed studying in detail the geographical, 

historical and cultural wonders of Italy and Japan. 
• ‘Climate Change’ was chosen as our favourite area of study in Science. The children attended webinars and 

enjoyed ‘power-points’ and have reinforced and supplemented their knowledge of this global crisis. We also 
did mini-projects on ‘Bio-Diversity’ and studied the lungs and the brain.  

• In Art, the children were exposed to using a broad range of materials such as clay, glass, paint and seashore 
materials. They created pyramids, t-light holders, book covers, City-scapes, Japanese kimonos and ‘Seashore 
Dioramas’, to name but a few. 

• The highlight of our sporting activities in 4th were Tag Rugby and Rounders. The children steadily im-
proved over a number of weeks. Everyone got involved, played as a team and it was lovely to see them all 
enjoying themselves and encouraging each other. 

• Lastly, the School Tour was a great success. They really deserved their trip together after all their efforts at 
school throughout the academic year. They represented the school so well in terms of their behaviour, enthu-
siasm and camaraderie. 

The last term has really flown and it’s hard to believe that 4th class has come to an end. The atmosphere within the 
class group was top class and they really need to be commended for their endeavour throughout the year. So, it’s 
onwards and upwards and onto 5th class. I hope you all have a great summer and most importantly, relax and have 
some fun together! Thanks to all the children and parents of 4th Class, 
Best wishes, 
Mr. Morgan. 

First Class News: 
We've had a very busy last term in First Class. We have learnt all about our skin and the importance of being safe 
in the sun. The children created posters to remind us all of the importance of wearing sunscreen. For our PE this 
term we played lots of Boccia, which is a game that is played in the Paralympics. It is a little bit like bowling and 
the children had great fun. The children learnt a lot about the shoreline and about some of the creatures that you 
find there.  
 
In our history we heard some folklore  stories about mythical creatures of the sea too. We then got to go on a trip to 
Fenit where we visited the playground, St. Brendan and the beach. The children made a beautiful mermaid and 
starfish using seaweed, shells and stones. The highlight of the term was our school tour. We visited Crag Caves, 
where everyone played in the play area and then went down 76 steps down into some limestone caves. After the 
caves we traveled on to the Aquadome, which was great fun. The children went down the rapid river, played in 
the waves and some even went down the big slides.  Mrs. Foley was so impressed with how the children behaved 
themselves and everyone had a super day. 

2nd Class News :    
Second class had a lot of very exciting days during the last term of school.  We took part in a 
lot of fun activities and projects.  We signed up to take part in the Farm Safe Schools Project.  
We studied a lot of different topics and learned a lot of new information about the dangers on 
our farms.  We submitted a class project and were accredited a Farm Safe Superstar School.  
We hope to spread the word of how to keep safe on our farms and in our beautiful countryside 
over the summer.   We were delighted with the prizes we received from taking part in the 
‘Scríobh Leabhar’ project.  We all wrote our own Irish books on the theme of ‘Mé Féin’ and 
illustrated them beautifully.  A magical day out was had in Siamsa Tíre on the day of the East-
er Holidays.  We got to see some of our class perform the musical ‘Matilda’ on the stage.  Fit-
ness levels have really improved in second class due to the ‘Daily Mile’.  We all ran a mile a 
day throughout the month of May.  Our class had a very special day on May 14th when we got 
to celebrate our First Holy Communion with all our families and friends.  We received the sac-
rament of penance at the end of March.  A fantastic day out was had on the 17th of June as we 
went on our school tour.  First stop was Crag Caves, where we played with our friends in the 
soft play area.  We then explored the caves through a guided tour.  The Aquadome was our last 
stop where we had endless fun in the water with our friends.  Bain taitneamh as an Samhradh! 



  

  

  

An Exciting Easter Egg Hunt 2022!  County Finalists 2022! 

County Finalists 2022! Walk on Wednesdays  

All Ireland Volleyball Champions!  Volleyball action in Limerick  

Lá le Pádraig 2022 Student Council Anti Bullying Competition   

  



 Life in 3rd Class 
In January we played draughts and played tunes on the tin whistle. Ms Breen and Mrs Murphy helped us with read-
ing in our station teaching groups and we read very interesting books! We got a telescope to be as good as Galileo-
thank you Mr Linehan! Mr Crowley came to us on Tuesdays and did quiz time-we really enjoyed it! What is the 
currency of Poland? 
In February we got planting and preparing for Incredible Edibles. We grew marrowfat peas in class which grew 
very quickly! Lots of children collected Bio dive stickers which were well worth collecting!!We made pancakes 
for Shrove Tuesday and tested the fire alarm! We had great practice on Maths is fun to help us learn our tables-the 
daily 10! 
Our trip to Fenit to see Oyster fishing was the highlight of March as we were treated to brilliant sunshine! We did 
our very successful Heritage project on Oysters in Fenit. We got tomatoes growing along with potatoes, carrots, 
chives, spinach and turnip as part of Incredible Edibles. We had a very tasty bake sale for the people of the Ukraine 
and thanks to Mia’s dad for sending on the money. Bhí alán imeachtaí ar siul do seachtain na Gaeilge agus bhí Lá 
glas ar fheabhas ar fad againne. 
Before our Easter holidays we went to see the wonderful showing of Matilda in Siamsa Tíre- and we are not 
Revoulting children! The hens laid an egg when they came to visit and wanted to stay! We had a Zoom call with a 
spinach farmer which was very informative after Easter and we sampled some spinach and lemon juice along with 
carrot sticks-healthy is yummy! 
We had lots of visitors to the class in May….Claudia from The Kerry County Museum told us about our Kerry her-
itage, Minister of Education Norma Foley visited the Blue flag project, Elma Walsh for the Dónal Walsh 
day,Éanna Ní Lamhna our bio-dive guest, the butterflies and we started reading Danny Champion of the world! We 
said our Rosary at the May altar and sang A Mhuire Mháthair. 
We did lots of lots of science experiments for June including cabbage dye, slime , volcanoes, phones and magnets. 
On our school tour we went to the water…Wild water adventures and the RNLI crew showed us all around their 
station-what wonderful work they do! We had a great session of music with Aaron Murphy, Mr Morgan and 40 or 
50 tin whistles belting out Irelands call along with an Elvis classic-Wooden Heart.  
Fuaireamar duaiseanna an deas dos na leabhair a scríobhamar do Scríobh leabhar-peann luaidhe,dathanna, bonn 

agus teastas. Bhuamar rosette ór don tionscanamh Incredible Edibles agus tháinamar sa dara áit leis an 

tionscanamh don Local Heritage. Míle buíochas do gach duine a thug cabhair dúinn i rith na mbliana! 

 



  

  

  

A busy day!  We just love it! 

Everyone tries their best! Tasty Treats 

Everyone is welcome! What a day! What a crowd! 

 

Yes! We are back! 

 The Donal Walsh Spa 6K Challenge 2022!  



  

  

  

3rd Class ‘Incredible Edibles’  Green Schools Awards Ceremony 2022 

5th Class St Brigid’s Crosses Kerry Cross Country Champions 2022  

Scríobh Leabhar 2022 Green School’s ‘Green Code’ Winner  

Scríobh Leabhar 2022 Scríobh Leabhar 2022 

  



 
B.O.M. Updates 

The Board of Management has 
been very busy since January 
2022. The board completed a lot 
of work on behalf of the school. 
Please find some details listed 
here. 
• The board oversaw the continued develop-

ment of the school’s Covid 19 response 
plan.   

• Continued Investment in recommended 
sanitising facilities, P.P.E. and social dis-
tancing measures was made and a new dai-
ly whole school cleaning regime was or-
ganised and extended.  

• The board was delighted to complete the 
probationary employment period for Ms 
Rebecca Ryan Griffin to the position of 
school secretary.   

• They have initiated a full review of the 
school’s Admissions Policy in line with 
the latest enactments of the Admissions 
Act.  

• The board was delighted to complete the 
purchase of a site extension of 0.7 acres on 
the southern side for  €25,000.   

• The board was happy to sponsor and facili-
tate whole staff training in two online plat-
forms to support remote teaching and 
learning in the future.  

• The board’s accounts were submitted and 
received approval from the Financial Sup-
port Services Unit.  

• The board reviewed and ratified a new pol-
icy in the following areas 

A) Child Protection Policy.  
B) Code of Behaviour   Policy,  
C) Anti bullying policy. 
D) Acceptable Usage Policy  
E) Critical Incident Policy,  
F) Custody & Separation Policy 
• The board was delighted to receive sanc-

tion for summer mechanical works for the 
school plumbing system.  

• The B.O.M. has completed and submitted  
an additional accommodation application  

The B.O.M. wishes all members of the school 
community a very happy and safe Summer!     

 

Meet our new Secretary   
  

You will know 
that Rebecca 
Ryan Griffin be-
came our new 
caretaker in Spa 
N.S. in September 
2021.  
 
We caught up 
with her recently 
and decided to put 
her on the hotspot 
and ask him a few 
questions.  
  

Name: Rebecca Ryan Griffin 
Date of birth: 06/11/1978 

Place of birth: Kerry  

Hobbies : Walking, baking & arts and crafts 

Likes: Spending time with my family, sun holidays 

nd outdoor adventures! 

Dislikes: Not knowing something!!  

Things that annoy you the most: Queues!  

Favourite food: Italian  

Favourite T.V programme: The great British Bake 

off! 

Favourite song: The Last Great Love Song  

Favourite actor: Robert De Niro  

 

avourite sports person: Henry Shefflin  

Favourite film: Goodfellas 

Best Christmas present: Trip to the States  

Favourite destination: New York  

Favourite person you would like to meet: Judge 

Judy Sheindlin   

What kind of student were you: Well behaved! 

Favourite subject: Art 

Hopes and ambitions: To continue following my 

dreams  

Advice for students leaving 6th class: Always be true 

to yourself 

We wish  Rebecca many years of health and happi-
ness in her new position  in Spa!  
  

Incidental Inspection Visit by Mrs. Evanne O Donoghue   

On May 30th 2022, local schools inspector Evanne O Donoghue completed an incidental 

inspection visit to Spa N.S. On the day, the main focus of Mrs. O Donoghue’s visit was to 

ascertain the school’s compliance with the new anti bullying guidelines and their implemen-

tation in the school. During her visit, Mrs. O Donoghue visited two different classes to in-

spect the teaching and learning in them and she completed a two hour interview with the 

school principal. A draft report on the visit has been received by the B.O.M. I’m delighted to report that Spa N.S. 

is deemed to be fully and positively compliant with the guidelines and their implementation.      



  

  

  

1st class visit St Brendan in Fenit Best of luck to the class of 2022! 

4th class test the surf in Banna 3rd Class wins Heritage Project Award 

Brendan’s Board Athletics Champions  Senior Infants get ready for hurling! 

Road Safety with Junior Infants  5th Class research sand dunes in Fenit  

  



 
Green Schools Committee  

This year was our final year to apply for the school’s fifth Green Flag -
Biodiversity! There was great engagement across all the classes. Here are some 
of the activities that took place this year: 
 
Our Committee was formed and the members selected from every class had to 
deliver details of our news, plans and activities to the other students in their 
class. Every month during the Virtual Assembly committee members from dif-
ferent classes informed the school of what was happening. 
 
A whole school poster/notice competition was organized with a huge volume of children participating -there were 
winners from every class and the notices were hung up all around the school, reminding us of important Green 
Schools’ messages:- Don’t waste water; Use recyclable drinks bottles; Turn off unnecessary lights and electrical 
equipment; Reduce, Reuse, Recycle; Walk more/Drive less; Etc. 
 
Rang II and Rang III entered the ‘Incredible Edibles programme where they learned all about food origin, what 
foods grow best in Ireland and how eating seasonal, local food is good for the environment; They planted fruit and 
vegetables and watched them growing with great interest. We made root vegetable soup, strawberry smoothies and 
spinach and lemon salad. Yum! 
 
Daffodil bulbs were planted. Naionain Shoisearacha and Naionain Shinsearacha planted sunflowers for Ukraine. 
The also planted grass seeds to make ‘Funky Grassy Heads’! Rang I also made the ‘Grassy Heads’ and sowed na-
tive Irish bee bombs and wildflowers in the raised bed and in the new field. Hopefully, we will see them flower in 
the autumn. Rang I also learned about bees and we all learned about ‘No Mow May!’ so that the bees can get much 
needed food from the dandelions, buttercups and other ‘weeds’! 
 
It has been a very full and fun-filled year, and the ‘icing on the cake’ had to be winning the Applegreen Biodive 
Biodiversity sticker competition. What a wonderful initiative which got the whole school community involved. 
The €10,000 prize will be wisely spent with several classes coming up with marvelous ideas -from bird watching 
huts, ponds and willow arches to solar panels and polytunnels! I only hope we can include them all! 
Fourth Class used the extra stickers to research into the birds, animals and plants. Then they presented their find-
ings to the other pupils in their class. When Eanna Ni Lamhna visited with the Applegreen group she was heart-
ened to discover all the knowledge the children had. They also did a Beach Clean-up on nearby Cockleshell Beach. 
We gathered 4 large sacks of rubbish. Well done Rang IV and remember when you are visiting the beach this sum-
mer ‘Leave No Trace!’ when you leave. 
 
Fifth and Sixth class enjoyed the annual school cycle. Hopefully now when the Greenway opens many more chil-
dren will get the opportunity to cycle to school! 
 
Every Wednesday for the month of June a large number of students gathered with some very kind and supportive 
teachers, SNAs and parents for WOW! Walk on Wednesdays is back with a bang. The core message is that cycling 
and walking are so much better for the environment -and for your health! 
 
I’m sure we have forgotten to mention some of the activities so apologies for that. As you can see, there was a lot 
going on! 
When our Green Schools’ assessor came to visit he was mightily impressed with all the work and activities taking 

place. Our fifth Green Flag was ‘in the bag!’ Well done everyone! 



  

  

  

Good throw! We are ready!  

Over you go! Let’s get moving! 

Parachute power!  Nearly there! 

 

On your marks! Get set! Go! 

 


