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Fáilte chuig nuachtlitir  
Scoil Náisiúnta an Spá don Nollaig 2022! 

Welcome readers to Spa National School’s newsletter for Christmas 2022. Over the past few weeks eve-
ryone has helped to gather details of the news and events that happened in Spa N.S. in term one. We 
drafted and redrafted news stories, collected pictures and then designed and put together the newsletter. It 
was a lot of hard work but we hope that it gives you an idea of some of the work that happens in our 
school. Thanks to all of the teachers for their cooperation when researching the stories! Enjoy the read 
and have a really great Christmas! 

Spa N.S. secures approval for School Extension 
 
In November 2022 we were thrilled to hear that the B.O.M. had 
received project approval for a state-of-the-art extension for Spa 
National School. The B.O.M. had applied to the Dept of Educa-
tion for funding earlier in the year to address the new accommo-
dation needs of the school.  
 
Following the reduction of the pupil teacher ratio in April 2022, 
Spa N.S. was then officially designated as a nine mainstream 
class school. In September 2022, two classes were introduced at 
junior infants thereby ensuring that our new students reaped the 

benefits of the smaller groupings. Unfortunately, our 2nd class had to be relocated to the school hall. 
 
The B.O.M. began to put plans in place and applied immediately for support funding. However, the D.E. 
replied firstly with an offer of ‘modular accommodation’ for the new rooms. The B.O.M. respectfully 
declined this offer and insisted that a ‘bricks and mortar’ build was in the best interests of the school 
community. After a lengthy period of negotiations with proposals and counter proposals, the D.E. finally 
agreed to the board’s request.  
 
This building project will cater for new accommodation on the site of the current school campus. The 
extension plan will deliver a new mainstream classroom as well as two bespoke rooms to cater for the 
provision of special education teaching. It does not provide for the inclusion of special education classes 
or an ASD unit.   
Now that Spa N.S. has received initial project approval, a design team and project manager will be ap-
pointed to progress this project into the architectural planning process. This process has already been 
started. Great credit is due to our school B.O.M. for their determined and proactive approach to ensuring 
that Spa National School has the very best facilities for both student and staff.   

New Pedestrian Crossing  
Twelve months ago in the December school newsletter, we asked every member of the school community 
to email their support for the approval of a granting of a pedestrian crossing at the school. Twelve months 
on from then, I hope that you are as delighted as I 
that it has finally been delivered and that all fami-
lies now have greater independence and safety in 
accessing the school and other local amenities. 
This was another tremendous team effort and is 
another wonderful example of what can be 
achieved when our school community comes to-
gether and works towards a particular goal. Many 
many thanks to everyone who supported this very 
worthwhile initiative and worked so hard to ensure 
that it was completed. Thank you all!  



Junior Infants News 
 
It’s hard to believe that the Junior Infants have been with 
us for almost four months but what a busy few months it 
has been. The children have been learning some wonder-
ful things using a new theme each month. During our 
Aistear time we have explored and discussed many 
themes and a firm favourite is our role play area in which 
the children have explored the doctor’s surgery, the Hal-
loween costume shop, the home corner and our most re-
cent Santa’s Workshop. The Junior Infants have loved 
dressing as elves, designing, creating and wrapping pre-
sents. Morning fine motor activities are a lovely way to 
begin our day and it is lovely to see the children cutting, 
threading, painting, designing and building all those fine 
motor muscles. We are also doing brilliant work on our 
Phonics and reading and the Juniors are experts at writing 
their names on their work. For our lesson transitions we 
enjoy saying rhymes and poems and singing songs, espe-
cially our favourite Lámh songs. Some of this term’s 
highlights have included our Autumn school tour to 
the Town Park. We explored the trees in Autumn 
and collected treasures such as helicopters from the 
Sycamore tree and conkers from the Horse Chestnut 
tree. At Halloween we played lots of games and had 
a Halloween disco party in our fantastic costumes. 
In December we had a special visit to our classroom 
from Santa Claus and the children all had a chance 
to ask Santa about the magic of Christmas. The Jun-
ior Infants were wonderful in their first Christmas 
concert and really impressed the audience with their 
beautiful poems and songs. We look forward to 
more adventures in the New Year. Wishing you all a 
very Happy Christmas from the Junior Infants. 

 

Santa Claus visits Spa N.S.  
Everyone in Spa National School received a really 
special surprise on December 12th, when Santa Claus 
visited each class in the school. The students were 
thrilled when Fr. Christmas arrived and was able to 
call to each room and check in with all the students in 
the school. Each class got to see and hear from the 
man himself and ask him loads of questions. He re-
minded all the students to be really nice in the run up 
to Christmas and to help out at home. Thank you so 
much Santa for taking the time to visit us in Spa N.S.!   

                                        6th Class news. 
Over the second  half of term one we were very busy 
in 6th class We debated, we learned how to play spike 
ball, learned about the working of the eye and ear, 
made Christmas stockings  and much more.  
We had our second debate after we beat Cahir na-
tional school in the first round. We were up against 
Listellic National school so we had to work extra 
hard because they are a very experienced school. The 
motion for the debate was ‘The voting age should be 
lowered to 16 in the Republic of Ireland or Northern 
Ireland”. We were proposing the motion which 
means we were saying we should lower the voting 
age. The speakers on our team were Sarah (the cap-
tain) Louise (the second speaker) and Andrew (the 
third speaker).  The chair person was Cameron and 
the time keeper was Aisling. It was a very close de-
bate but unfortunately the motion was defeated. We 
were very disappointed but Mrs Crowe gave us ice 
creams so it was okay.  
We started learning how to play spike ball with Mr 
Linehan and Mrs Crowe in the Community Centre in 
November. Everybody loves playing spike ball. We 
started learning how to set, spike, dig and serve. Now 
we are playing full matches. Its great fun and Mr 
Linehan is a great coach. We hope to go to Killarney 
and become Munster Spikeball champions in Febru-
ary. Following that we hope to go to the All Irelands 
in Limerick.     
We have also done lots of great work, tests and fun 
activities in class with Mrs Crowe. It’s been a great 
second term. 
Have a very Merry Christmas. Nollaig shona dhaoibh 
go léir. 



 
News from 4th Class. 
 We have had a very busy run up to Christ-
mas in Fourth Class. The children have to 
be commended for their hard work, creative 
endeavour and above all, their sense of ca-
maraderie and fun. 
 The children have greatly enjoyed free 
writing in English, particularly with their 
story writing and animation storyboards. 
We really enjoyed learning about the movie 
industry and the magic of film making. 
 We are working hard at our Maths and Gaeilge and have had regular assessments to keep track of pro-
gress. We are playing lots of Maths and Gaeilge games in class to promote a sense of enjoyment in 
learning, while complimenting the nuts and bolts of those subjects. 
 Science Week was thoroughly enjoyable with ‘Experiments’ and learning about the ‘Water Cycle’ from 
cloud to tap. 
  Great insight into ‘Schools in the Past’ was gleaned through the media of story, record and artefact. 
Former principal Tom Crowley took us on a tour of the school and gave the children a great talk on its 
evolution over the decades.  
 In Geography we studied geology and rocks and ‘The Burren’ in great detail.  
 Futsal and Rugby were partaken with great enthusiasm by everyone and we look forward to our return 
to swimming classes in the next term (it has been a while)! 
 It was great to welcome all of you to our Christmas performance and once again open the school to the 
wider community. The children are a credit to you all and I’m sure you enjoyed the show on the day! 
 It’s hard to believe we are half way through the year already! We are motoring along very well and I am 
really looking forward to more exciting times in the New Year.  Onward and upwards!! 
 I hope you all have a great Christmas and a Happy New Year to each and every one of you. 
Best Wishes for 2023,Mr. Morgan.    

5th class News: 
As with every school year, the first term is an especially busy time in class. But before that work can 
begin, it is always important for us to make sure each child is happy, confident and positive about com-
ing into school each morning. As the class teachers, we are so pleased with the warm, caring atmosphere 
that has been generated amongst the group. They really are wonderful young students who on a daily ba-
sis show kindness and generosity towards one another.  

During a class discussion recently, we asked students what highlights stood out for them from 
term one and it was nice to recall all the lovely days we’ve had together since September. For some, it 
was the “Deirdre of the Sorrows” production during Irish lessons, a really fun way to make the language 
enjoyable and engaging. Others mentioned the class trip to the town library, to Siamsa Tíre and the park 
(followed by a quick stop off at John Doughs!). But for most, it was the everyday occurrences which 
stood out for them, and in particular, guided learning activities where students had the opportunity to 
grow as independent learners; Preparing and presenting their science experiments for Science week, re-
searching their family history, expressing themselves during art, music and drama lessons, playing on the 
Gaelic football teams, beginning their Digital Portfolios and developing their creative writing skills. 
Looking ahead to the second term, we 
will be starting the Junior Entrepre-
neur Programme (JEP) in early Janu-
ary which is very exciting, and will 
be going for swimming lessons which 
will also be very enjoyable and im-
portant. But with Christmas time up-
on us and the Christmas spirits lifted 
after their performance, we want to 
thank you for all your support 
throughout the term and all the stu-
dents for their hard work and dedica-
tion. Wishing you all a wonderful 
Christmas, 

Mr. Walsh & Ms. Burke. 



Marcel visits 5th Class  
In fifth class, we had a very special visitor. It was 
Marcel, who is a dog and is also an ambassador dog 

for Irish Guide Dogs. He came in on the 14th of De-
cember. As a puppy, Marcel was trained by Ann for 
his first year. But when he went to puppy school 

the people there noticed that he wouldn’t put on his 
harness. Then they found out that he had a very 
sensitive back so they called Ann and said that she 

could have Marcel back and he can be an ambassa-
dor instead. Recently Marcel was in a contest and 
he won best overall dog. A few weeks later, he was 

on the Late Late show. Marcel is a very special dog 
as he can sense if you’re sad and he will then try 
his best to comfort you. Marcel now goes to nurs-

ing homes, hospitals and schools to comfort people 
and spread the word about all the good work Guide 
Dogs do in Ireland. 

2nd Class News 
2nd class have had a very productive term.  We have been working hard in all curricular areas including 
working on a new spellings programme, ‘Spellings For Me’, group reading classes, world cup maths ac-
tivities, we have been looking at the world map and locating teams that we are following in the World 
Cup.  One of our chosen teams ‘France’ are still involved heading into the final this weekend.  In history, 
we have been finding out how the first telephone was invented and exploring the way phones have 
changed throughout the years.  Tuesdays are a very busy day for our class as we get to enjoy music with 
Ann and football with Tom.  We are currently learning all about procedural writing.  We will write a 
procedure for ‘How to make hot chocolate’ so hopefully we might enjoy a nice cup of hot chocolate be-
fore the holidays. The class have been busy looking after the local environment as we are taking part in 
the ‘Picker Pals’ programme. Each child in the class gets the opportunity to take home the Picker Pals 
pack and carry out a clean up of their local environment.  There have been many bags of rubbish collect-
ed so far this year.  We had lots of fun at maths week and also during Science week.  Our class have 
been very kind taking part in the ‘Buddy Box’ programme with Sharon every lunchtime. We had our en-
rolment ceremony for our First Holy Com-
munion.  We look forward to making our First 
Confession and First Holy Communion in the 
New Year.  In art class, we have been busy 
making cribs over the recent weeks. We took a 
excursion down to see the crib outside the 
Oyster Tavern and were very lucky to meet a 
‘Giant Elf’. We are learning all about reindeer 
at the moment, we are very hopeful of seeing 
some with Santa on Christmas Eve! Our 
Christmas play’ The Stars are Coming out for 
Christmas’ is coming up shortly and we are 
very excited to perform.   
Nollaig Shona daoibh! 

Spa Students Support Charity Collection 
Two years ago, Ms Burke introduced 5th and 6th class 
to Adapt, the local charity, because it is important for 
everyone to feel safe and happy, especially at Christ-
mas and if we can make even a small impact, we 
think this would be very helpful. The Adapt service 
was established by a group of parents in Tralee. This 
group of local people formed a committee to fund-
raise for the construction of a refugee centre in Tra-
lee to provide a place of safety for women and chil-
dren in need in county Kerry. The response in the 
last two years was absolutely incredible, so we de-
cided to do it again this year. This year Ms.  Burke 
emailed to ask them specifically what they needed. 
This year they needed non perishable foods, toilet-
ries, cereals and drinks such as hot chocolate, coffee 
and tea. 5th and 6th class are doing a great job of 
bringing in items. They were so delighted with last 
years items so hopefully they will be just as happy 
with this years contributions. 



 
Admissions 2023 
The official window for receiving enrolment applications for the 2023 junior infant class in Spa N.S. opened on 
December 16th 2021. You might be aware that all schools in Ireland are now governed by the Admissions Act. 
Please note that Spa National School’s Admissions Policy for the school year 2023- 2024 was amended re-
cently by the B.O.M. in consultation with St Senan’s Education Office. All parents should read through this 
policy carefully to ensure that you are aware of the selection criteria and other relevant details.          
All parents interested in applying for a place in our September 2023 junior infants’ class can now officially apply 
to the school before January 16th 2023.  You can contact the school office dfor more details. The Board of Man-
agement of Spa N.S. will then consider all applications received, apply the selected criteria as laid out in the re-
vised school’s admission Policy and offer places in late January 2023. The successful applicants will have until 
mid-February 2023 to accept or decline that offer. 

3rd class News 
Here is a list of lots of activites we did since September. Our Christmas play. Rugby with Tigger. Sewing and knit-
ting. Mala crib. Digital portfolio. Station teaching. Skeleton art at Halloween. PE in basketball court. Football with 
Tom. Baking autumn buns with receipt from our Starlight book. Scarecrow art. Sam McGuire visit! 
Ciarraí abú. Art for Christmas and display for community. Learning about the solar system. Library reading from 
the new AR library. Getting our Christmas annuals. Seeing videos from space and how to brush your teeth without 
gravity! Music with Ann. Four corners game in PE. We enjoyed watching the John Lewis adverts. Decorating the 
Christmas tree. Playing the UNO games at break. Learning to play the tin whistle. Cluichí X agus O as gaeilge. 
Maths week-Maths eyes and maths games with Mr Linehan and his helpers. Science week lots of experiments with 
6 th and our own egg drop. We made a lego creation of a local building or a building of the future. Christmas 
jumper day. Santa’s visit. 
Seeing the other classes 
plays for Christmas. 
Dressing up for Halloween 
and doing our sound song 
about the haunted House. 
Learning about different 
animals-camel, squirrel, 
fox, elephant and 
birds like the cuckoo, the 
robin and the blackbird. 
RSA talk about keeping 
safe on the roads. Our 
wildlife walk and visit to 
the ringfort near Annalise 
and Danny’s house. Mak-
ing our friendship poster. Gaeilgeorí na seachtaine. Elaine Kinsella from Radio Kerry visited us for our Halloween 
stories. We listened to the 6 th class debates about- 
Flying less and the voting age. Our wellbeing week and visit from Ciara Griffin-her message (1) Never give up-
and don’t worry about the rain-our skin is waterproof! (2) Keep drinking water. We did pictures for ‘It’s a wonderful 
world’ art competition for the credit Union. 

First Class News!  

First class worked very hard this term.  We learned all about houses in the past and looked at lots of arti-
facts from the past.  We learned all about penguins and made some lovely Christmas art. 
The highlight of the term has been preparing for our Christmas Show ‘Santa’s on Strike’.  The children 
have worked so hard to learn their lines, songs and Lámh signs.  Mrs. Foley is so proud of each and eve-
ry one of them.  I think we have proven that children really are kind, giving, caring and sharing and I’m 
sure that Santa will be very good to 
First class. 



 
Senior Infant News 
 It has been a busy term for the Senior Infants in Spa NS. We have been learning loads and have also had lots of 
fun as we got ready for Christmas. 
Seniors started their hurling training with Colm this term and everyone has really improved their skills over the 
past few weeks-I have no doubt that we will see some stars in Croke Park in a few years time! 
In preparation for Christmas, Santa sent us our own classroom elf, Charlie, to make sure that we all deserved to be 
on Santa’s good list, of course we all did! Charlie was very well behaved and loved playing with our Aistear toys. 
We will miss him when he returns to the North Pole to Santa. We have also been working really hard on our 
Christmas artwork- we have created lovely snowmen, reindeers and our very own glittery stockings which have 
brightened up the school corridors. As we learnt about what happened on the very first Christmas, we took a walk 
down to see the local Christmas tree and crib with Mrs. Linehan. 
We also practiced our new prayers in front of Baby Jesus in the 
manger. 
The boys and girls in Senior Infants have been particularly busy 
over the last few weeks preparing for our Christmas concert, 
which we performed for the rest of the school and our Moms and 
Dads over the past week. We practiced really hard learning all 
our words, actions and even some Lámh for our performance. 
Our audience were very impressed and we got a big cheer at the 
final curtain. Well done to everybody on a great show, next stop 
Broadway! 

Spa N.S. Parents Association  
There has always been a proud tradition of strong parental involvement in Spa National School. This is 
most evident in the important part played by the Parents Association in the life of the school down 
through the years. Thanks to them we have many of the wonderful resources and facilities in the school 
today. The P.A. also plays a very important role in formulating school policy in a number of areas. Un-
fortunately, Covid 19 didn’t allow the P.A. to be as active as they normally would in the last few years, 
but they are always there to help and support the school on a day to day basis.  
 
The current outgoing officers are  
Chairperson = Liz Lange 
Secretary = Bairbre Reen 
Treasurer = Noreen Lovett 
 
In January 2023, we hope to re-engage and re-establish the 
P.A. in the school. Every parent is automatically included as a 
member. However, the administrative committees are elected 
every year and active members meet with the principal once a 
month to tease out any issues and suggestions.   
 
The A.G.M. will be held in January. I would encourage every 
family to send a representative to this very important meeting 
so that we can ensure that welcome new members and ideas.   
 We look forward to building on the wonderful work done al-
ready. As our school motto says,  
 
    “Ní neart go cur le chéile! Strength in Unity!”   

Gaeilgeoirí na Seachtaine Kindness Awards 2022! 
 
 
 
 
 



 

B.O.M. Updates 
The Board of Management has been very busy since the school reopened in August 
2022. The board completed a lot of work on behalf of the school. Please find some de-
tails listed here. 
• The board oversaw the revision of the school’s Covid 19 response plan.  
• Investment in recommended sanitising facilities, P.P.E. and social distancing 

measures was continued as was a daily whole school cleaning regime.  
• The board was delighted to ratify the appointment of Mr Conor Walsh to a fixed term teaching po-

sition and Ms. Aoife O Sullivan and Ms Elaine Kelliher to fill maternity leave positions.      
• The board finalised and is now implementing a newly revised Admissions Policy in line with the 

latest enactments of the Admissions Act.  
• Spa National School’s Child Protection Statement and Risk Assessment were reviewed.  
• The board oversaw the review of the whole school Health & Safety statement and risk assessment 

and attended to all recommendations.  
• The board was delighted to secure funding for the development of an extra mainstream classroom 

and two special education rooms on the school site.  
• The board welcomed the provision of a pedestrian crossing at the front of the school and the     
• The board was happy to continue its support for whole staff training in two online platforms to sup-

port remote teaching and learning in the future.  
• The board worked to ensure that school finances would be kept in a healthy state and that all ac-

counts are ready for submission to and review by the Financial Support Services Unit.  
• The board reviewed and ratified a number of new policy areas t intends to complete reviews in the 

following policy areas in the new year. (Child Protection, Health & Safety, Code of Behaviour & Adden-
dum  for Covid 19, Fire Drill & Evacuation Policy, Substance Usage , Protected Disclosures,  Critical Inci-
dent, Healthy Lunches Policy, Uniform & Personal Appearance, Homework. 

            All of these are available upon request in the school office.)  
• The board hopes to further review whole curricular policies before June 2023. 
• The board was delighted to complete the summer works on improving the heating distribution sys-

tem in the school.    
 

The B.O.M. wishes all members of the school community a very happy and safe Christmas!     

 

Road Safety Presentations! 
Many thanks to T.J. O Connor from the Road safe-
ty Authority of Ireland who visited the school in 
November and gave fantastic talks on Road Safety 
to all of our classes. Thank you T.J.!  

Student Council:  
Congratulations to Sarah Chute, Andrew Redican, 
Eoin Reilly, Clodagh Buckley, Mia Falvey, Tadhg 
Gilligan & Grace Foley who were elected to the 
student council committee in October this year. 
Every student is a member of the council but these 
students will meet with Miss Kelly, Ms Breen and 
Mr Linehan every month to discuss school issues 
and improvement suggestions. The committee has 
been very busy recently organising Christmas com-
petitions for different classes. They also have big 
plans for implementing new initiatives in the 
school in the new year.  

Spelling Bee!  
Congratulations 
to Shea Gilligan 
in 5th class who 
was crowned Spa 
N.S. “Spelling 
Bee” for 2022. 
Shea will now go 
forward and rep-
resent the school 
in the county 
competition in 
2023! Well done 
Shea!  



 

 



Thank you Spa National School! 
A Chairde,  
 
Where does the time go? It only seems like yesterday that I was writing a note to you all welcoming everyone back for the 
new school year. Yes, time really does fly especially in a very busy school environment where everyone is working so hard, 
where there are a multitude of excellent learning opportunities being provided daily, where everyone is genuinely welcomed 
and included and where everyone contributes to maintain the healthy and positive school environment in Spa N.S. Thankfully, 
we were able to return to less restrictive routines this year following the challenges presented by Covid 19 in previous years. It 
really was wonderful to host “face to face” parent / teacher meetings again in November and to be able to welcome parents to 
the recent Christmas concerts in the school. Weren’t the students just brilliant and so excellently prepared by our fantastic 
staff!  
 
Of course , we had to oversee new changes again this term. The introduction of two junior infant classes has been very suc-
cessful. Spa N.S. has completed more infrastructural improvements and has been resolute in securing funding for the develop-
ment of more new school facilities. I know you are aware too that the list of administrative and curricular demands being 
placed on all schools today is huge and relentless. However, Spa N.S. is blessed to have such a proactive and forwarding look-
ing staff who are constantly looking to enhance further the teaching and learning in our school. We have achieved a lot and 
have so much more to look forward to 2023.     
 
So, as we approach this Christmas break, I would like to sincerely thank you all for your understanding, cooperation and sup-
port over the past few months. Thanks to the Board of Management for their constant support and expertise, in particular, the 
chairperson Vera Tierney who was always available to share her wisdom and her time. Sincere thanks to our super Parent’s 
Association who was always on hand to support and to contribute to the work and spirit of the school. I look forward to work-
ing with them in developing parental participation in Spa N.S. even more next term.       
 
I want to say the sincerest of thanks to all of our hard working, enthusiastic and diligent staff. I cannot thank them enough for 
their continuous cooperation and professionalism. I thank them too for the wonderful care that they gave to our students and 
for the super standards that they set in their work on a daily basis. Their support was 
vital in this team effort and I sincerely hope that they enjoy their well deserved break. 
 
I also need to thank all of our fantastic students who were and are the ‘heartbeat’ of our 
school. Thanks to them for their positive energy, infectious enthusiasm and their will-
ingness to do their very best at all times. We are very proud of them and I know that 
they will continue to thrive in the New Year.    
 
Finally I would like to wish you all, the members of the Spa N.S. family a very safe and 
peaceful Christmas and a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year!    
 
Beannachtaí na Nollag agus na h-Athbhliana! 

 

Peter Linehan. 



 

  

  

Merry Christmas from everyone in Spa N.S.! 

  

  


